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Before embarking on any discussion of calf diseases may I stress 
how important it is to give the calf a reasonably good start in life 
by feeding it correctly? By this I mean giving it a start on milk 
followed by gradual weaning on to more solid types of food, neither 
under-feeding nor over-feeding, and being regular in feeding at all 
times. Given quarters which are light, dry and reasonably warm 
with sufficient bedding I think the only other requirement is an 
attendant who takes a pride in his job. 

If the calves are born in spring they may have a month or two at 
grass before being housed for the autumn, but it is a practice on 
which I am not very keen, as it so frequently means they are turned 
into a meadow or orchard close to the farm which has been grossly 
overstocked for years, and is infested with all kinds of the worm 
parasites. 

Malnutrition is undoubtedly a most important underlying factor 
in several of the common calf disorders such as parasitic gastritis, 
pneumonia and ringworm. A water supply that is clean is another 
necessary point which, I am glad to say, is being more clearly 
recognised. 

I have strayed from the subject of the paper to point out this 
nutritional factor because I feel it is incongruous to discuss calf 
diseases without recognising the importance of calf nutrition. 

CaLF Scour 

When the subject of calf disease is mentioned almost certainly the 
first thing that comes to mind is calf scour. Yet in spite of this, I 
do not find it at all an easy subject to talk about. I think this is 
because there is a great variety in the type and intensity of the out- 
breaks we see, and also because, with some recent exceptions, treat- 
ment has been most unsatisfactory. 

Although the bacteriologist has done a great deal of work in con- 
nection with calf scour, and the clinician for his part has tried numer- 
ous methods of control and treatment, a closer co-operation between 
the two would, I feel, yield useful results. In order to get the problem 
in correct focus I deem it necessary to view the subject in two parts ; 
firstly, the white scour of new-born calves and secondly, the scour 
occurring in calves from ten days to several months old. 

White scour is generally attributed to Bact. coli infection and usually 
shows up within a few hours of birth. A new case is usually intro- 
duced from market infection, or there is a history of previous scour 
in the shed or box. Although the cause is Bact. coli infection, an 
organism commonly found in dung, the disease does not usually 
occur spontaneously unless the resistance of the calf is notably 
lowered, or unless the strain of infection has become exalted in 
virulence. 

The benefit of feeding the colostrum to the calf is a most important 
point. In connection with this it has been found that the natural 
sucking of the colostrum appears to be preferable to feeding it from 
a bucket. Even then the actual colostrum has been found to vary 
in its protective quality, in so far that where it has a good vitamin A 
content, it gives greater protection than colostrum with a lower 
content of vitamin A. As you will know, this first milk in bovines 
seems to act like a dose of serum and carry sufficient antibodies to 
protect the calf during its early days of life. 

Some authorities put forward the idea that if infection occurs 
before feeding has stimulated any flow of digestive juices, penetration 
of the intestinal mucosa is much simpler for the organism concerned. 
On farms where white scour is present in the calving boxes and byres 
the calves are usually infected almgst at birth and illness occurs 
within the first two days of life. 

Another type of virulent outbreak commonly encountered is where 
a calf is brought back from market with its mother. The calf has 
usually been fasted and muzzled in order to stock up the cow’s udder. 
While in market the calf is subjected to the infection always present 
in market pens, and then when tired and hungry it is quite probably 
allowed to suck far more milk from the over-stocked udder of the 
mother than is good for it. This naturally brings about an acute 
attack of white scour, which promptly spreads to the other calves 
on the farm, often afflicting quite old calves. More than that, owing 
to the previous lack of infection on that farm the disease spreads 
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rapidly, causing very heavy losses, there being little natural immunity 
present. 

The symptoms of white scour are well known and do not require 
any elaboration but if I may quickly go over the salient points I think 
it will be useful. The calf is usually attacked within three days of 
birth ; it becomes very dull, refuses to suck, and may stand with 
head down and bearing a fixed expression, looking very miserable. 
Diarrhoea then appears, being greyish white in colour, sometimes 
containing gas and always having a very penetrating and unpleasant 
odour. The consistency is fairly firm at first but becomes more liquid 
as the disease progresses. If the disease continues the calf becomes 
steadily weaker, the coat staring, the eyes sink, and the calf tends to 
lie stretched out as though dead. A state of coma precedes death. 
The course of the disease may be very rapid, causing death within 
= hours though in older calves it is more likely to last severa 

ays. 

On clean premises, preventive measures should include the pro- 
vision of clean warm quarters with a liberal bed. The colostrum 
should be given, but feeds should on the whole be kept fairly short 
as it is unwise to allow the calf to have large feeds. Where the calf 
is running with the cow this problem usually solves itself, as the calf 
is frequently sucking small amounts and so never gets hungry enough 
to want a big feed. It is a wise precaution to sterilise the feeding 
buckets once a day. 

In an infected herd try to obtain fresh quarters for the newly born 
calves. I find the inoculation. at birth of a dose of serum very useful 
and have followed it up with a dose of oral scour vaccine. For the 
calves actually affected severely ration the milk, and if it is being 
given from a bucket give warm with lime water added. A large dose 
of serum is quite a help. I have not had an opportunity to use 
sulphaguanidine but basic aluminium salicylate or bismuth and 
brilliant green give quite useful results. 

Now I should like to come to the scour which occurs in older 
calves, from two weeks to three or four months old. To my mind 
it is consistent with a disease caused by a variety of organisms of 
moderate virulence, whose opportunity to go ahead is given them 
because the natural resistance of the calf has been greatly lowered. 
It is most frequently encountered in conditions of neglect, embodying 
dirty surroundings and bad methods of feeding. In this type the 
scour is usually an early symptom, the calf at first remaining fairly 
bright and lively and still willing to feed. The scour is frequent 
and watery, brown in colour and with a foul odour though different 
from that of white scour. If the scour continues, the calf becomes 
weaker and dull with little desire for food, while rapid loss of flesh 
ensues. 

With some outbreaks a much more acute disease is encountered 
than I have described above. The diarrhoea is of a bloody nature 
and contains a large amount of mucus with it. These cases are fairly 
rapidly fatal unless the diarrhoea can be checked at once. Pneumonia 
is not an uncommon complication and may be acute in nature or 
develop slowly with pus formation in the lungs or pleura. The 
temperature is generally raised two or three degrees but does not 
have any particular significance except when it drops prior to death. 

Although I have very briefly described this second type of calf 
scour under one set of symptoms, in actual fact I think it is really 
caused by a wide variety of organisms. Although we as clinicians 
know that several different organisms are liable to cause this scour, 
we cannot, except with laboratory aid, differentiate the actual cause 
in each'case. Such a procedure is only possible in a severe outbreak 
which warrants further investigation. 

With the ordinary isolated farm case we have to try to correct the 
case by advising better conditions, isolating the affected areas and 
using such remedies as we have to help. 

It is in the matter of diagnosis that I wonder if a more detailed 
study of the clinical symptoms taken in conjunction with bacterio- 
logical diagnosis would enable us to correlate more accurately symp- 
toms and diagnosis and thus improve our treatment. Some measure 
of success has been achieved in the diagnosis of mastitis on these 
lines so can it also be done with calf scour ? 

I mentioned earlier that this scour is frequently seen in calves 
weaned under bad conditions and the age incidence brings it within 
the period of weaning from milk to calf meals and dry feedirig. To 
do this gradually is most important, particularly to-day when early 
weaning is being pushed forward to conserve milk. It is not an easy 
thing to wean calves on to the so-called milk equivalents and unless 
very great care is exercised a dietetic scour results. Whether this 
scour is purely dietetic in origin or whether it is the result of combined 
infection and dietetic defects I do not know. 
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I believe, then, that this scour of older calves can be largely avoided 
if they are housed in warm boxes with adequate light, given a good 
bed and weaned gently and carefully from whole milk through two 
or three stages to a milk equivalent and then on to dry feed. 

In laying down my ideas of the way in which calves should be 
reared I have omitted rearing naturally on the cow, because although 
I regard it as the ideal it is generally impracticable. 

I should like in passing to ask what danger exists in suckling calves 
on cows affected with contagious mastitis, bearing in mind the danger 
of the possible tuberculous udder ? With regard to the treatment 
of calves actually scouring, the first task is to correct or modify the 
feeding arrangements, ensuring feeds that are not too large and of 
suitable materials. 

For medicinal treatment I am afraid I can only suggest the same 
drugs as for white scour with the possible addition of the more com- 
mon astringents such as creta praep., catechu, chlorodyne, etc. 


CoNnTAGIOUS PNEUMONIA 


I have raised the subject of contagious pneumonia in calves because 
it causes from time to time considerable mortality among young 
calves and as far as I can ascertain, its exact aetiology is not at all 
clear. I have generally encountered it in pens of calves which have 
been taken from the mother but are still getting liquid food, either 
milk or milk equivalents. It is a period of calfhood which is a difficult 
one as the digestion is frequently upset by changing food so that 
unless — dairyman is taking considerable care mild diarrhoea is very 
commo! 

When ‘first noticed the condition may not attract much attention, 
but soon the calf is somewhat off feed, is dull, breathing rather 
rapidly, with temperature up to 105° and diarrhoea ‘becoming marked. 
Some calves discharge from the nose and have watery eyes. A cough 
is usually present and auscultation suggests pneumonia. As the 
condition progresses the calf rapidly wastes, breathing becomes more 
difficult and they frequently stand in one corner with head poked 
forward, grunting at every breath and quite unwilling to take food. 
Death occurs in a high percentage of cases, while those that do not 

’ die remain stunted for a very long time. 

Post-mortem examination reveals consolidation of portions of the 
lung, usually the anterior lobes, or lower edges. If cut and squeezed, 
pus is seen to exude from numerous points. The extent of consolida- 
tion is rather dependent upon how long the calf was ill before death, 
some dying with comparatively small areas affected 

When encountered in practice there is usually more than one calf 
already affected, and spread is moderately rapid, so that within a week 
several are showing the disease. Opinion as to the cause of the disease 
is varied, some writers blaming Corynebacterium pyogenes while others 
implicate a virus with C. pyogenes as a secondary invader ; but I will 
leave Dr. Lovell to deal with that. 

As regards controlling the disease, I isolate the obviously affected 
animals and use a mixed vaccine, ‘“‘ Alvor’’, on both affected and 
non-affected, which, though possibly empirical, seems to answer 
fairly well. I have not had an outbreak in the last two years, but would 
certainly now use M & B 693, judging from our results in other 
bovine pneumonias, though I think the vaccine for non-affected would 
still be indicated. For some months any calves added to the herd 
should be given vaccine as otherwise I have found fresh cases occur. 

Before closing this aspect of my subject I should like to mention 
one other outbreak I encountered several years ago. It occurred in 
a batch of calves aged from about five to eight months which were 
housed in a very cold covered yard with concrete flooring., The 
weather was exceptionally cold and they all began to cough with a 
hard dry cough so that the owner suspected husk, and if I remember 
rightly, dosed with linseed oil and turpentine. 

The first death went unrecorded, but I was asked tq post-mortem 
the second and found the lungs very similar to the specimens of 
haemorrhagic septicaemia I remember seeing at college. No husk 
worms were visible. Portions of the lungs were sent to Cambridge 
who reported that the pneumonia was apparently due to a pasteurella. 
In my opinion the calves’ vitality was so lowered by the cold and poor 
surroundings that a normally non-pathogenic pasteurella was enabled 
to get a foothold and become dangerous. The calves were given 
more comfortable quarters and after a long time the coughs dis- 
appeared with, I think, not more than one further death. 

I mention this because I consider an analogous situation frequently 
occurs in Irish heifers which come over by boat and arrive in our 
markets absolutely dead weary. ‘These animals usually have a cough 
resembling husk but in some of those I have post-mortemed no husk 
worms were visible and I think that transit fever is really the cause. 
If these animals are taken to a farm and turned out with insufficient 
dry food and at the same time experience a few nights’ hard frost, 
a pneumonia greatly resembling pasteurellosis frequently results and 
may then assume a contagious character. 

I should be interested to hear from members what has been their 
experience with sulphapyridine for these cases. 


DIPHTHERIA 


This disease, which I used to see just occasionally as something of 
a novelty, has within the last year or two become much more common, 
It is, as you know, an infective condition of the mouth and throat, 
caused by Fusiformis necrophorous and characterised by necrosis of 
the affected part, usually starting with a single case, with occasional 
subsequent spread to others in the same pen. It is seen at all seasons 
of the year with no particular seasonal incidence. 

The calf first attracts attention by refusing to feed and having a 
rather wet mouth, sometimes dribbling. Dullness and weakness are 
marked, particularly in very young calves, while the situation of the 
necrotic areas influences the amount of prostration. "Temperature 
is raised 1° to 2° F._ Inspection of the mouth reveals a greyish yellow 
necrotic area most frequently in the cheek outside the molar teeth, 
in which case a firm hard swelling of the external cheek is plainly 
visible. The necrosis is also seen on the sides and front of the tongue, 
on the palate, and on the gums round the incisor teeth. Occasionally 
it affects the pharynx and larynx. 

The necrotic area has a sharp line of demarcation while it appears 
raised above the level of the healthy tissue. A putrid odour from 
the mouth is also present. In young calves death may occur rapidly 
in about three to five days, while older calves tend to take just enough 
nutriment to keep alive while getting steadily thinner. A few recover 
without treatment but many succumb to a necrotic pneumonia two 
or three weeks later. 

Recovery can only take place by separation of the necrotic tissue, 
but in cases involving the tongue death frequently occurs before 
separation is complete. In cases involving the cheek, separation is 
slower but is not so complete and the calf is left with a very sore area 
inside the cheek which is slow to heal. The swelling of the cheek 
persists and may flare up again to form an abscess, so that the con- 
dition lasts several weeks or even months in all, and acts as a check 
to the animal’s condition all that time. 

It is always wise to adopt isolation measures at once and pay special 
attention to the feeding buckets, keeping separate buckets for the 
affected animals and making use of the steam steriliser frequently 
for all the buckets. 

Until fairly recently I used to adopt local treatment in an attempt 
to hasten the separation of the necrotic material. For the last two 
years, however, I have been using sulphapyridine and sulphanilamide 
with good results. The Royal Veterinary College first suggested that 
I should try it and I commenced with sulphapyridine and found it 
worked well. Later on I tried sulphanilamide and found it also 
successful and vastly cheaper to use, which allowed one to continue 
the treatment longer, and make quite sure the infection was dead 
before stopping dosage. That point is, I think, important and applies 
to sulphonamides at all times. 

I do not wish to convey the impression that the disease is a very 
important one, but the sulphonamides appear to have given us a 
cure for a condition which, to say the least of it, is very troublesome. 


SOME OF THE CAUSES OF SUDDEN DEATH IN CALVES 


Only too often one receives a message to say that a calf previously 
doing well has been found dead with no sign of illness, or has died 
after having some sort of fit. After excluding the possibility of 
anthrax the likely causes which come to my mind are :— 


1. Linseed poisoning. 
2. Milk tetany. 
3. Lead poisoning. 
4. Ragwort poisoning. 
I have no doubt there are other causes as well but these are the 
ones I see most commonly in Wiltshire. 


Linseed Cake Poisoning 


Cases of poisoning by linseed cake have been recognised for a long 
time now, the poisonous principle being a cyanogenetic glucoside. 
According to previous teaching it was always found to happen as 
the result of soaking the cake in warm and not boiling water, thus 
releasing the enzyme rather than destroying it. Of late years, however, 
I have come across several cases where it happened in calves being 
fed on dry cake. 

In the first case I was sceptical that it was the linseed and steps 
were taken to eliminate the various other feeds inthe calves’ ration 
which included cotton cake and crushed oats as well; it was not, 
however, until the linseed was displaced that the deaths ceased. The 
farmer still had doubts, having used linseed for years, and so in the 
following year, finding the calves not doing so well, recommenced 
the linseed only to have a fatality within a fortnight. Since that time 
I have had quite a number of cases which pointed to the linseed being 
the cause, generally on farms where it was an established practice 
to feed linseed. Most of the cases were with the plain slab linseed, 
cracked fine for feeding, while a few cases have conformed to the 
orthodox type, being in calves fed on soaked calf meal. 
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At the time of the early cases I sent samples to Dr. Clough who 
tested the cake for prussic acid content and reported it to be within 
the normal range. I remember he stated the French linseed was 
rather prone to show a higher percentage of prussic acid. 

As you probably know, the calves affected are usually thriving well 
and are found dead, or seen staggering about within three to four 
hours of a feed, the interval being longer with the cake than witb 
the soaked meal. The meal cases more often occur in young calves, 
while the dry cake may cause death in calves up to six or eight months 
old. They die quickly and if seen alive show accelerated respiration, 
staggering gait followed by prostration and death. The post-mortem 
examination reveals little beyond a slight inflammatory condition in 
the stomach. 

One is not generally present to render treatment in these cases, 
even if it were of much avail. When trying to discover why linseed, 
previously used on a farm with complete success, should suddenly 
become dangerous, it appears to me that fhere may be some comple- 
mentary factor normally present which allows digestion to take place 
harmlessly. 

To speak to many farmers of linseed being dangerous is to risk 
being laughed to scorn, but nevertheless it is so on some occasions. 
In spite of this it is too valuable a food to let this condemn its use in 
general, and I should prefer to continue with it and only exclude it 
where it shows itself dangerous. I have idly wondered whether 
there might be any anaerobe causing trouble on similar lines to 
“struck” or “ pulpy kidney ” in sheep which are doing well, and 
on a diet rich in protein causing symptoms which have been 
diagnosed as linseed poisoning but which are in reality those of 
some entirely separate disease. 


Milk Tetany 


This condition is usually met with in calves of two to three months 
old which are doing well and receiving a large quantity of milk from 
a bucket, often with little other type of food. The calf is generally 
fed as usual with no sign of illness, and when next seen is down on 
the ground, flat on its broadside, and struggling in a state of tetany. 
The limbs are found to be very stiff if any attempt is made to bend 
them, and the eyes roll inward showing a large amount of white. 
Gentle tapping on the head and neck usually provokes a tetanic 
spasm. The jaws are tightly clenched and there is some frothing at 
the mouth. 

Respiration is rapid and sweating may be profuse. Faeces are 
often passed during the spasms. Death very commonly ensues almost 
at once or in a few hours. That is the condition as I know it and 
although I realised it was associated with feeding of large quantities 
of milk and closely resembled hypomagnesaemia, I have to thank 
Dr. Green, of Weybridge, for the following details of the malady. 

It was first described by Duncan, Huffman and Robinson in 
America about 1935, as a hypomagnesaemic milk tetany of calves. 
The blood magnesium drops to half the normal or less, while there 
may be simultaneous hypocalcaemia. It affects calves of both sexes 
which are receiving large quantities of milk only and its occurrence 
tends to disappear as they get supplementary food, particularly 
roughage. Dr. Green says that its occurrence is difficult to under- 
stand as milk is usually considered to have sufficient magnesium but 
that magnesium injections do cure the condition in some cases. I 
cannot give personal experience of this as I have not seen a case since 
magnesium treatment has been suggested, but other treatment was 
usually quite ineffective. 

Post-mortem indications are mainly negative, though one finds a 
very large tough curd in some cases. I cannot remember ever having 
seen a case in calves which were suckling a cow, although some of 
these would be receiving a large quantity of milk. The milk in 
suckled calves would be taken in small amounts which would prevent 
extensive curd formation. 

As a point in diagnosis, usually only one calf is affected though I 
do remember having two cases in one calf pen within a few hours 
of each other. 


Acute Lead Poisoning 


I have in the last few years seen several cases of acute lead poisoning 
and I am inclined to think it is quite possibly more common than is 
generally realised. The calves generally die quickly, the early 
cases in an outbreak being usually found dead or dying in a 
fit. If death is not so sudden, the prominent symptoms are nervous 
derangement such as fits, blindness, or great excitement with attempts 
to climb walls. Appetite is in abeyance, the coat staring and there 
is some evidence of abdominal pain with grinding of the teeth. 
Respiration and temperature are fairly normal but a rather marked 
salivation is present, generally with no mouth lesions, though I have 
seen a coating of the gums in some cases. Diarrhoea is not usually 
seen. In the subacute cases the calf is noticed to be rather dull but 


without anything very definite, until suddenly the more acute symp- 
toms mentioned above make their appearance and death follows 
soon after. 

Post-mortem examination may show some inflammation of the bowel, 
but often not so acute as one would expect, with petechiae on the 
heart and in the kidneys. A bloody mucus is also found in the 
trachea in some cases. ‘Text-books generally tell one to look for 
fresh paint; in my experience, however, fresh paint has not been 
the cause, but old paint on some accessible object and which is not 
obvious unless sought after. 

I should like, if I may, to quote three cases I have seen in the last 
two years. 

1. An owner had lost several calves from fits, at intervals, over a 
period of months in a converted hunter stable. The cause of death 
was a mystery until an analysis of one calf revealed lead to be present. 
It was then found the calves were licking the paint off the stall boards 
which were heavily painted. 

2. Several calves were turned into an orchard in spring and two 
or three died suddenly with symptoms suggestive of lead poisoning. 
No trace of lead paint could be found until it was noticed that the 
painted canvas covering on an old tradesman’s van-hood,, which was 
in the orchard, had a good deal of it missing. The paint on the 
van-hood gave a positive test for lead and I have no doubt that the 
calves died of lead poisoning. 

. A farmer took over a farm and transferred his calves from some 
old wooden calf pens to some new tubular steel pens which were 
already in position in the large cow byre. About a fortnight later 
the calves began dying and as the symptoms suggested lead, a search 
was made and the steel tubes, which were heavily painted, were found 
very scratched as if by tooth marks. Analysis proved this to be 
lead poisoning. A search of the previous farmer’s records which 
were at hand revealed that he had lost calves with fits. 

What I should like to stress is the fact that one often has to look 
for the cause and the freshly painted article which one might expect 
is not usually present. 

Treatment is not very hopeful as it is more or less impossible to 
remove any lead residues from the rumen. I have tried the recom- 
mended treatment of soluble sulphates with iodide of potassium 
without very impressive results. 

The calves mentioned in the last outbreak gradually began to 
mend after they had been away from the source of poisoning for 
three weeks but it is doubtful if they will ever quite overcome the 
check that they received, while | wonder how much permanent 
damage has been done to their kidneys. 


Ragwort Poisoning 


Before leaving the subject of fits I should just like to mention that 
ragwort poisoning as a cause should not be lost sight of as it may 
give rise to sudden deaths with brain symptoms. ‘The animals are 
generally aged eight or nine months before this occurs, and so it 
hardly comes within the scope of this paper. 


If I may shortly summarise the important points of difference 
between these diseases they are as follows :— 

1. Linseed kills very rapidly, animals usually found dead; no 
post-mortem lesions ; history of linseed being fed. If seen alive rapid 
respiration rather indicatiye. 

2. Lead kills not quite so quickly; brain symptoms such as 
blindness, staggering and attempts to climb walls are very suggestive. 
Animals dribble at mouth. Analysis gives positive proof. 


3. Milk tetany produces typical tetany with calf stretched out on 
broadside and showing acute tetanic spasms over the whole of the 
body. Histgry of calf receiving a large*quantity of milk. 


4. Ragwort poisoning is usually seen in old calves of eight to ten 
months and they almost always exhibit signs of straining as if attempt- 
ing to defaecate. 


Coccip10sIs 


I should like to bring to your notice coccidiosis in calves which, 
although comparatively uncommon, does occasionally turn up. I 
have not seen very many cases but the principal outbreak occurred 
in the calf pen of a farm in a low-lying wet area. 

The calves were at first considered to be suffering from some rather 
unusual type of scour which did not respond at all well to treatment. 
The first thing that was noticed was that the calves began passing 
blood-stained faeces ; these became more fluid and quite large blood 
clots were also passed. All this time the calves were apparently quite 
well in themselves and feeding as usual. After two or three days it 
was noticed that slight straining occurred after the passage of faeces. 
This became steadily more marked until the calves were straining 
almost constantly. Slight prolapse of the rectum occurred in some 
calves, the prolapsed portion becoming sore and inflamed and thus 


of 
on, 
at, 
of 
nal 
ns 
ra 
ire 
he 
ire 
Ww 
th, 
ly 
le, 
lly 
T's 
m 
ly 
th 
er 
vo 
e, 
re 
is 
ea 
*k 
al 
1e 
ly 
le 
at 
it 
e 
d 
y 
a 
d 
f 
| 
| 


278 No. 29. VoL. 55 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


July 17th, 1943 


aggravating the general condition. As the straining became marked 
the calves’ bodily condition deteriorated and appetite failed, with a 
steady loss of flesh, while more and more time was spent lying on 
the floor. A painful and frequent grunt, with sinking of the eyes, 
and more or less continuous straining was the prelude to death. 

This outbreak, | remember, made its appearance in three different 
sheds at that farm and continued despite quite vigorous attempts to 
free the sheds of infection. It eventually cleared up during the 
first season after losing several calves, only to reappear the following 
year. It was then decided to take all calves away from the farm 
within a few days of birth and rear them at a down farm about a 
mile away. Since that time no further cases have been seen. 

The rectum appears to be the first part to be affected and the 
infection then seems to work further forward up the colon. The 
blood lost amounts in all to a very considerable quantity so that an 
anaemia is produced due to direct loss of blood. 

The treatment then adopted was the administration of astringent 
and antiseptic such as creosote, chlorodyne, chalk and catechu with 
the use of sedative enemas such as lead and opium in starch. This 
was not very successful and later on cyllin was used with rather more 
success. + 

Quite recently I have seen sulphaguanidine suggested for the treat- 
ment of coccidiosis in other animals and would like to try it on calves ; 
but have not so far met a case on which to use it. 


(To be continued with paper No. 2, by Dr. R. Lovell, and 


summary of discussion.) 


VETERINARY EDUCATION AND THE NEEDS OF 
AGRICULTURE 


“There are reasons for believing that the recent reconstitution 
of the Loveday Committee, with its remit to survey the country’s 
resources in veterinary education, is a sign of a definite forward 
move on the part of the Government,” observes The Farming News 
and North British Agriculturist, which proceeds: “ It is apparently 
recognised that, if British agriculture is to be maintained upon ‘a 
healthy and well-balanced’ basis after the war, it will be necessary 
to safeguard the health of livestock and, through them, the health 
of the human population. If we may definitely link any forward 
move in the scale and facilities for veterinary education with the 
Government’s general intentions for maintaining a more vigorous 
agricultural industry after the war, farmers will doubly welcome 
this news, because it should add to their sense of assurance for 
the future. 

“We have heard it said that there is a new official outlook towards 
the whole scope of veterinary education. The change of outlook 
to-day is such, we gather, that the Government’s aim is to plan 
for the doubling of the number of graduates who emerge annually 
from the five available veterinary colleges in the British Isles. 
That is quite a startling change of oytlook, and it surely denotes 
an earnest resolve on the part of the Government to do its duty by 
British agriculture. Looking to the future, it is certain that ‘a 
healthy and well-balanced’ agricultural industry will need more 
veterinary practitioners, particularly if the general policy is directed 
towards maintaining animal health rather than waiting for patients 
and for \post-mortem examinations. The Ministry of Agriculture 
has already changed the title of its own staff of veterinary officers 
in consonance with this ‘ animal-health’ outlook. In Scotland and 
elsewhere its officers are conducting health surveys in several areas. 
Alongside these developments are (1) the new system of offering 
a subsidy towards visits by veterinary surgeons to the Isles and 
other remote parts of the country, and (2) the appointment of 
veterinary investigational officers to the three agricultural college 
staffs. All these are progressive moves. But there would seem 
to be real need for co-ordination of effort if the best results are to 
be obtained. 

“ Meanwhile, it is heartening news to learn that the Government 
has awakened to the value of our veterinary colleges and to the 
need for improving their equipment and opportunities. Again we 
suggest that in this move the Government must not overlook its 
own studied neglect of the Glasgow College during the last 20 
years. The sooner it makes amends gracefully the more respegt 
will it earn from the agricultural community and the more at ease 
will be its own conscience.” ; 

The veterinary investigation officer of the Edinburgh and East of 
Scotland College of Agriculture, who took up his appointment at 
the beginning of this year, has begun investigations, in conjunction 
with the Moredun Institute, into the cause or causes of enzootic 
abortion in ewes in the Border counties. A questionnaire sent to 
155 farmers in the Lauderdale area elicited 95 replies. These 
revealed that abortions occurred on 17 farms in the area, and that 
the total loss was considerable. Detailed information regarding the 
occurrence of the disease has been obtained. 
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A SOUND MILK POLICY 


bees importance of the Government’s White Paper on 
“Measures to improve the quality of the Nation’s Milk 
Supply” is twofold; firstly, in what it actually states, and 
secondly in what it implies. 

We cannot over-emphasise the importance of the State- 
ment; so important is it to the veterinary profession that we 
have published it in extenso. ‘The Statement can almost be 
regarded as a Charter for the health of the Nation’s Dairy 
Herd. For the first time it is intended that every such 
herd in the country shall be submitted to at least one veter- 
inary inspection a year, whilst it is obviously envisaged that 
as soon as feasible the number of these examinations shall 
be increased, probably to four. 

The essence of the White Paper is in the sentence “ The 
basis of a sound milk policy, whether from the point of view 
of the economics of production or the quality of the product, 
is a well-bred, healthy dairy herd.” The immediate aim of 
the policy is summarised in the following paragraph: “ The 
policy outlined above aims at the grading up of the national 
dairy herd by encouraging the adoption of dairy farmers 
of a sound breeding policy; a continuous improvement in the 
health of all dairy herds encouraged by regular inspection by 
State veterinary officers, supplemented by an expansion of 
the scheme for the control of diseases of dairy cattle and 
its educational effect in convincing farmers generally of the 
value of disease control; an improvement in the conditions 
under which milk is produced on farms, brought about by 
central control and close co-ordination with other activities 
relating to the economic aspect of milk production; and an 
increase in the production of T.T. milk and its consumption 
as such.” 

The Government has embarked upon a policy which will 
result in the progressive improvement of dairy herds but 
it has clearly indicated that increase in milk yield is not the 
sole object of the policy in so far as this is to be allied 
with a policy for improving the stamina of the animals and 
the quality of the milk. Furthermore, the whole of the 
measures necessary to control the production of milk will be 
supervised by the Ministry of Agriculture, the work being 
closely co-ordinated with that of the Veterinary Staff. 

A sine qua non of the adoption of this policy is that the 
Government must receive the active support of every veter- 
inary surgeon, for the work to be undertaken is so extensive 
that there can be little doubt that every member of the 
profession will be required to work at high pressure. 
Furthermore, it is evident that this pressure of work is 
unlikely to fall for many a year as the Statement clearly 
indicates that further measures for the more adequate control 
of milk production in all its phases are to be introduced as 
soon as they appear to be practicable. But the effect of this 
policy for the improvement of the health of dairy herds 
must also have marked repercussions upon the outlook of 
owners of other animals, and lead to a great general improve- 
ment of the appreciation of the profession by the public. 
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We may also confidently expect in the near future the 
adoption of a policy for the control of meat more along 
the lines recently put forward by the Association. So 
similar indeed is the Government’s policy for the control of 
milk to that adumbrated in the Association’s Memorandum, 
Meat and Milk Production and Control, that we may hope 
for a like development where meat is concerned. 

Yet, although the Association may accept a meed of 
praise for the sterling work which it has carried out in these 
matters of the improvement of the health of dairy herds and 
the control of meat and milk production, we freely acknow- 
ledge that it is often necessary to overcome considerable 
difficulties before recommendations for the proper application 
of scientific methods can be put into practice as Government 
measures. We, therefore, gladly express our full appreciation 
of the momentous step which the Minister of Agriculture 
and his colleagues at the Ministry have now taken, and we 
would assure them that it is our earnest desire to co-operate 
with them fully in the development of their far-sighted plans 
for the improvement of the health of animals and the control 
of their diseases. 


STATE RESEARCH DEPARTMENTS: PROPOSED 
REFORMS 


Proposals for the reform and revitalisation of Government re- 
search departments are made in a special report of the Parliamentary 
and Scientific Committee, of which Mr. E. W. Salt is Chairman. 
The report has been sent to Mr. Assheton, Financial Secretary to 
the Treasury, and to the Departmental Committee on the training 
of civil servants. 

Work in the research departments “ will be all the better for the 
infusion of a good deal more new blood,” says the report. Unless 
an aptitude for research and invention has been revealed in a man 
before the age of 35, he is unlikely to become a first-class research 
worker. Therefore he should be transferred to some _ other 
Government department to let in younger men. This step would 
apply particularly to men Whose interest in research appears to 
have been superseded by an interest in administrative work. 

Scientists employed by the Government should have contacts 
extending beyond the Civil Service, asserts the committee. Visits 
should be exchanged with similar workers at the universities and 
elsewhere. Arrangements should also be made for Government 
scientists to travel to learn what science and research is accomplish- 
ing in other countries. It is suggested that scientific attachés 
might be appointed to our embassies and legations. 

More encouragement should be given to likely young men. _ The 
best scientific brains of the country, it is stated, are often disinclined 
to enter Government service because of the secrecv connected with 
its research work. This secrecy is often over-emphasised and used 
as a cloak for inefficiency. 


WEEKLY WISDOM 


“ There are inexplicable results which indicate how careful we 
should be, when discussing questions (bearing upon cattle plague), 
in declaring that ‘ this stands to reason,’ or that ‘common sense 
would suggest.’ and making use of similar vague expressions which 
are onlv cloaks for our ignorance.’—John Gamgee (1866). The 
Cattle Plague. 


* * * * * 


The Stationery Office have republished the ‘‘ Medical Manual of 
Chemical Warfare ” (2s. 6d. net), which was first issued in 1939. 
There are a few additions, for example in the properties of ethvldi- 
chloroarsine and arsine and the treatment of casualties from these 
gases, and on injuries which may be caused by corrosive and incendiary 
substances. 

In experiments with animals it has been found that suspensions 


of sulphanilamide or sulphathiazole in soybean oil are of value in 
chronic osteomyelitis and other types of infected wounds.—Vet. Med. 


CLINICAL COMMUNICATIONS 


Bovine Haemoglobinuria, Piroplasmosis 
or Red Water* 


D. ‘TREVOR ROBERTS, m.r.c.v.s. 
PWLLHELI, CARNARVON 


This is a disease of cattle in which the prominent symptom is 
the presence of haemoglobin in the urine. Piroplasmosis is the 
better name, however, as haemoglobin is often absent from the 
urine until the later stages. 

The disease is caused by a Piroplasm, a protozoan parasite of 
the red blood corpuscles; the one met with in this country is 
Babesia bovis (B. divergens). The parasites are transmitted from one 
animal to another by the tick Ixodes ricinus and possibly Haemo- 
physalis punctata. 

It occurs in certain districts between May and October, usually 
in cattle about 18 months old, but it can be seen in cattle of all 
ages. Cattle reared in infected districts acquire a certain amount 
of immunity and will not develop red water unless their resistance 
is lowered by such factors as bulling, long journey to sale, 
calving, etc. An animal brought into infected districts will 
develop red water in 7-14 days. 

SymptToms.—-The first symptoms are a staring coat and high 
temperature: 106°-108°; in 24 hours the animal is off its food 
and the urine is pinkish in colour. The animal scours, the heart 
beats faster and breathing is difficult, with the symptoms of loss 
of blood. In a few hours constipation sets in and at this stage 
treatment is difficult. ‘Temperature, except at the first stage, is of 
no value in diagnosis. 

In a red water district, if the temperature is high, and the animal 
is off food, it is a wise precaution to treat for redwater, or examine 
the urine for the presence of haemoglobin. A sample of urine 
may be taken at a later stage, and if found to be discoloured can 
be “spun” in a centrifuge. This is a useful and quick method 
of differentiating the disease from haematuria. 


METHODS OF PREVENTION 

1. Care must always be taken in buying stock if the animal is 
coming into an infected area. 

2. Always have sheep grazing with cattle; if grazed with sheep 
and horses for two years the land is cleared. 

3. Make conditions on the farm as far as possible unfavourable 
for tick breeding, e.g., by clearing it of bracken and by suitable 
manuring. 

4. Plough up the land. 


- TREATMENT 

Food should be withheld during the first 24 hours, but plenty 
of drinking water provided. The animal is inoculated with one 
of the urea compounds, of which there are three on the market: 
1. Acaprin; 2. Pirevan; 3. Piroparv. 

1. Acaprin.—1 c.c. per cwt. body weight is injected subcu- 
taneously and the urine will be clear within 24 hours in the early 
stages. 

In the later stages } c.c, acaprin per cwt. body weight every 12 
hours and 12 oz. mag. sylph. and 1 oz. gentian in a quart of warm 
water. If the animal refuses to drink, 4 0z. NaCl in a pint of 
water is given at frequent intervals. Never use acaprin in full 
doses after constipation has set in. 

2. Pirevan.—This is used in the same way as acaprin with 
6 c.c. as the maximum dose. 

3. Piroparv.—This is also used in the same way but in my’ hands 
has been found to be more toxic and’ should only be injected into 
the dewlap. TI have found this drug very unreliable. 


* * + * * 
Tetanus in the Dog 


N. ROBERT TURNBULL, 
BASINGSTOKE 


The two interesting clinical communications in the issue 
of The Veterinary Record of June 26th lead me to think that 
perhaps the two following cases would interest your readers. 


.The first case I record from memory and the details are somewhat 


woolly. 

Case I.—Subject—Spaniel bitch, aged approximately five years, 
post-parturient about three weeks. When first seen she was ex- 
hibiting tetanic rigors and a diagnosis of eclampsia was made and 
20-30 c.c. calcium borogluconate was given. This had no effect. 


# Presented to the North Wales Division, N.V.M.A., at Rhyl, 
March 26th, 1943. 
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Later in the day I realised that the condition was one of tetanus. 
General anaesthesia was induced with nembutzl administered 
intravenously. ‘This produced complete relaxation, but the rigidity 
quickly returned as the effects of the anaesthetic wore off. The 
following day morphia was given with little effect and on the third 
day I destroyed the dog. 

The whelping had been normal and uneventful and the sur- 
roundings had been clean throughout. 

The most marked symptom was the drawing together of the ears 
on the top of the head and the marked trismus. 

Case II.—Subject—Cross-bred Airedale bitch, aged four months. 
The pup had put its leg through the spokes of a bicycle wheel 
four days before it was first seen by me and sustained a compound 
fracture of radius and ulna. There was a filthy suppurating 
wound with about } in. of both radius and ulna protruding. 
‘The bones were trimmed off and the wound cleaned with peroxide 
and packed with sulphanilamide powder. The leg was immobilised 
in a plaster cast with a window. The wound was dressed daily 
with peroxide and sulphanilamide powder and four days post- 
operative showed healthy granulations. ‘Ten days after the acci- 
dent the dog showed signs of acute tetanus: ears drawn together, 
severe trismus and a general stiffness of the musculature. The 
dog could just walk and could wag its tail fairly easily. 3,000 I.U. 
anti-tetanic serum was given intravenously. The next day general 
anaesthesia was induced with nembutal, but as in Case I the 
rigidity quickly returned as the anaesthesia lightened. I destroyed 
this case also. 

The dog came from a farm and the accident occurred in the 
farmyard. 

In conclusion, I might mention that I have recently seen a case of 
tetanus in a 6-months-old pig. 


REVIEW 


[FERTILITY AND ANIMAL BREEDING. Bulletin Number 39 of 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, published by His 
Majesty's Stationery Office. Price 1Is.] 

This 40 page booklet is the fifth edition of bulletin No. 39. 

It covers in a general way the whole field of fertility relating to 
the mare and ewe and sow, some information also being given in 
respect of the goat, bitch, ferret, rabbit and fowl. The genitalia 
of the cow and bull are taken as the standard type. The oestral 
cycle is described and the ovarian changes are well illustrated by 
photographs. ‘The bulletin is rather one which the veterinarian 
would recommend to an intelligent client than buy for himself if 
he wished to study breeding and its problems. 


ELEPHANTS REAPPEAR AS CAMPAIGNERS 


Elephants have returned to the assistance of the Indian Army 
after a lapse of nearly 40 years. They are carrying heavy loads 
over country too difficult for mules, and they help sappers to build 
bridges. In the course of an interesting note, forwarded by a 
correspondent, amplifying this information, The Eastern Times 
observes: ‘“ Burmans ride these elephants on the Assam front, 
and they are cared for by former civilian employees of a famous 
Burmese timber firm. One of these employees, now a civil 
administrator, captured a number of trained elephants from’ the 
Japanese shortly after the Burma Army withdrew. 

“These elephants, some of whose drivers receive ‘ danger pay,’ 
will work for about nine months in the year. They can cross stiff 
country at the rate of ten miles a day with loads of 500 pounds. 
Rocky stream beds are no obstacle to them. From June until 
mid-February they are self-supporting on fodder. With their front 
legs fettered in two inch steel chains, they are turned loose in the 
jungle at the end of the day. Each has a ‘ ka-louk’ (wooden gong) 
slung round its neck to help recovery in the morning. 

“The Burmese elephant is a sensitive beast, and he hates 
mechanical transport of any kind. He refuses to go near a motor 
lorry, and he shies, trumpets, and runs away at the sound of even 
distant aircraft. An Indian Army Observer on a visit to an 
elephant cage watched them receiving inoculation against anthrax. 
The needle was only slightly larger than the one so familiar to 


the troops, but because of the elephant’s dislike of shiny steel, . 


however small, it was necessary for the veterinary surgeon to 
approach from the rear, with the syringe held out of sight.” 
* + * * * 


Through animal experiments it has been found by surgeons 
that sulphanilamide implanted locally is more effective in prevent- 
ing wound infection than when given systemically. This is 
especially true in its effectiveness against Cl. welchii and Cl. 
histolyticum.—V et, Med. 


ANNOTATION 


A New Splint 


In 1931 an American veterinarian, being dissatisfied with the 
methods available for treating fractures in dogs, attempted to 
devise a more efficient splint. His efforts appear to have been 
eminently successful and the Stader splint is now being used in 
human as well as veterinary surgery.! 

Essentially the Stader splint consists of two pin bars joined by an 
extension bar. Each pin bar is drilled to carry two stainless steel 
pins which are inclined at an angle to each other; it is this 
inclination which gives them a firm grip on the bone. 

Employing careful aseptic precautions the pins are inserted 
through skin and muscle and transfix the bone. ‘The upper ends of 
the pins protrude and to these the pin bar is attached, one on 
the proximal and one on the distal portion of the bone. The two 
pin bars are joined by an extension bar and by adjusting the 
length of the latter and the position of the pin bars relative to it, 
fractured bones can be accurately aligned; the pin bars and exten- 
sion bars are then locked in position, which immobilises the 
fracture. 

Since 1931 the splint has been used on over 1,200 fractures in 
dogs and it is claimed that the results have been far superior to 
those obtained by other methods—a photograph shows the splint 
in position on the femur of a spaniel. 


The splint is now being used in human surgery with very good 
results. It is believed that its simplicity and the very rapid 
restoration of function following its application will render it 
particularly valuable in war surgery; the occurrence of sepsis around 
the pins is rare. It is also stated? that the splint has been used 
with success on a horse. 

J. FRANcIs. 

(1) Lewis, K. M., L., Staper, O. (1942.) Ann. Surg. 


116. 623-636. 
(2) Science News Letter. Nov. 14th, 1942. 


Elman and Lischer, of the Washington University School of 
Medicine, report that in fatal surgical shock in dogs, induced by 
repeated haemorrhage, the immediate injection of a solution con- 
taining 5 per cent. hydrolysed protein and 5 per cent, dextrose 
produced as great a therapeutic effect as the injection of citrated 
plasma.—N. Amer. Vet. 
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Government’s Milk Quality Improvement 
Proposals 


INSPECTION FOR ALL Datry HERDs 
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE TO CONTROL PRODUCTION 


Compu.tsory HEAT TREATMENT ” PROVISIONS FOR 
SCHEDULED AREAS 


On Thursday of last week there was issued, as a White Paper,* 
the eagerly awaited Government statement on measures which it is 
proposed to introduce to improve the quality of the nation’s milk 
supply. 

These proposals empower the Minister of Food to make it an 
offence to sell milk by retail in any area which he may schedule 
«unless either : 

It is heat treated or defined by order ; 

It is lawfully sold as T.T. milk; or 

It is accredited milk sold by a retailer who sells the milk of a 
single Accredited herd. 

The new measures aim at the grading up of the national dairy 
herd by encouraging the adoption of a sound breeding policy ; more 
inspections of herds; improvement in conditions of production, 
and an increase in the supply of T.T. milk. 

The Minister of Agriculture will become responsible for all 
matters relating to the production of milk, and the Government 
propose to take power to exercise closer control over the quality 
of milk as it reaches the consumer. 


In introductory paragraphs of the Memorandum it is stated that 
the Government have had under review all measures relating to 
the quality of the milk supply, in further development of their 
policy of maintaining and, if possible, increasing the production, 
and stimulating the consumption, of milk. The basis of a sound 
milk policy, whether from the point of view of the economics of pro- 
duction or the quality of the product, is a well-bred, healthy herd, 
and the first essential towards the attainment of this objective is a 
sound breeding policy. In the production of high-class pedigree 
stock this country leads the world, but the type of animal in the 
majority of the commercial herds leaves much to be desired. Sub- 
stantial improvement in the type of bull used has been effected 
by the licensing of bulls, but this has been to some extent offset by 
an increasing tendency in the direction of indiscriminate cross- 
breeding. For this reason the Government attach great importance 
to the grading up of the national herd and proposals are being 
explored to supplement the guidance and, where necessary, direc- 
tions now being given to farmers by the County War Agricultural 
Committees, as to the rearing and use of better bulls, the culling 
of unthrifty or diseased cows, and the general development of a 
more enlightened breeding policy. A long-term programme for a 
general grading up of the national dairy herd with a view to increas- 
ing milk yields and improving the stamina of the animals will itself 
result in an improvement in the quality of the milk produced, since 
the type of animal which is most susceptible to disease will be gradu- 
ally eliminated. 


Tue HEALTH OF THE NATIONAL Herp: ADDITIONAL INSPECTIONS 


In paragraphs 7-12 the Memorandum gives the proposals for 
dealing with the health of animals. The existing arrangements 
for veterinary inspection of dairy herds are first detailed and the 
statement proceeds: “ It is, in the Government’s view, obviously 
desirable that every herd in the country should be inspected by a 
veterinary officer at least once a year. There is, however, no likeli- 
hood for some time to come that it will prove possible to under- 
take the additional inspections involved whilst maintaining the 
existing frequency of inspections in the case of all the herds at present 
inspected. ‘The Government propose accordingly to introduce a 
more satisfactory and rational system of inspection covering all the 
herds of the country. Tuberculin-tested herds will continue to be 
inspected once in every six months, as at present. Accredited 
herds will be inspected at least once a year where the milk from 
the herd is subject to adequate heat treatment before sale to the con- 
sumer ; where the milk is not so treated the herd will continue to 
be inspected once every three months, unless the herd is Attested, 
in which case it will be inspected once in every six months. Ali 
other herds will be inspected once a year where the milk is heat 
treated ; and, as a first step, within the limits of the staff available, 
twice a year where the milk is not heat treated, with additional 


*Cmd. 6454, July 8th, 1943: H.M. Stationery Office ; 2d. 


inspections of those herds with a bad disease history. It is esti- 
mated that the fulfilment of this programme will involve about 
30,000 additional inspections for the country as a whole. It will 
provide for the first time a uniform basis of inspection of dairy herds 
throughout the country and bring the State veterinary officers into 
regular contact with those farmers (owning ‘ non-designated ’ 
herds) who most need their advice. 

“ At the same time the scheme for the control of diseases of dairy 
cattle recently introduced under the auspices of the National Farmers’ 
Union and the National Veterinary Medical Association, with the 
approval of and some financial assistance from the Ministry of 
Agriculture, will be continued, and every effort will be made, par- 
ticularly by inspectors carrying out routine inspections, to encourage 
an extension of this scheme within the limits imposed by the avail- 
ability of veterinary practitioners in any particular district. The 
scheme provides that for a fixed fee the veterinary practitioner under- 
takes the regular examination and treatment of the animals in the 
herd for certain of the major diseases of dairy cattle, and the farmer 
on his part undertakes to co-operate actively in the necessary control 
measures. 

“The Attested Herds Scheme has been for the past ten years 
a feature of Government policy. A valuable reservoir of tubercle- 
free cattle has been provided by the very considerable number of 
herds within the scheme. Since the outbreak of war new entries 
into the scheme have been confined to T.T. herds.” 


‘TRANSFER OF CONTROL OF CONDITIONS OF PRODUCTION 


The next stage in the production of good quality milk is attention 
to methods, buildings and equipment. Although responsibility 
for matters concerning the health of animals was transferred to the 
Minister of Agriculture in 1938, responsibility for the conditions 
under which milk is produced still remains with sanitary authorities ; 
also in the case of T.T. and accredited milk producers, with county 
councils. ‘‘ The standard of administration varies widely through- 
out the country, but while appreciating difficulties which some of 
them experience under present circumstances, the Government 
after very careful consideration have reached the conclusion that no 
substantial general improvement can be anticipated as long as the 
existing system with its multiplicity of responsible authorities is 
maintained ;_ transfer of the existing powers of local authorities 
to a central authority offers the only satisfactory solution of the 
problem. 

It is therefore the intention of the Government to submit to 
Parliament, after consultation with local authorities concerned as 
to the rearrangements that will have to be made, legislation pro- 
viding for the transfer to the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
as soon as conditions permit, of the functions of local authorities 
relating to the conditions under which milk, including designated 
milks, is produced on the farm. The Minister of Agriculture and 
Fisheries will thus becomg responsible for all matters relating to the 
production of milk.” (Paras. 13 and 14.) ‘‘ The veterinary staff 
of the Department, who will in any case be visiting the farm at 
regular intervals to inspect the animals, will then also be responsible 
for the supervision of the conditions under which the milk is pro- 
duced. Under central control it will be possible to bring about 
greater uniformity of standard and a continuous improvement in 
that standard.” 

The Milk Testing and Advisory Scheme, which provides a means 
of detecting milk of poor quality, is being extended as rapidly as 
conditions permit. ‘Where there is reason to suppose that the 
methods of production are at fault, the advisory services of the 
County War Agricultural Executive Committee are available to 
remedy this. This work can be closely, co-ordinated with that of 
the veterinary staff.” 


TUBERCULIN TesTED MILK 

The Government consider that further encouragement should be 
given to the production and consumption of milk free from tubercle 
infection. (Para. 17.) The present arrangements regarding the sale of 
T.T. milk are designed to encourage its production, but not its 
purchase as such by the consumer: consequently much of it is 
bulked and sold with ordinary milk, to the discouragement of the 
producer. Therefore (para. 19) the Government propose to change 
the basis of remuneration for the production and sale of T.T. milk : 
the premium paid direct to the producer will be raised from 24d. 
to 4d. a gallon; premiums paid to producers by distributors for 
supplying milk of T.T. standard will be discontinued, and the 
Ministry of Food will take over from the producer the responsibility 
of finding a market for his product. 

It is further proposed (para. 20) that T.T. milk shall be sold to 
the public at a price only slightly in excess of that for ordinary milk 
(whether raw or heat treated), and, subject to the restrictions imposed 
by transport difficulties, every effort will be made to ensure that all 
T.T. milk is sold to the public as such and that such other measures 
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as are practicable are taken to accelerate the very encouraging increase 
in the production of this grade of milk which has taken place in 
recent years. 

The policy outlined above aims at the grading up of the national 
dairy herd by encouraging the adoption by dairy farmers of a sound 
breeding policy ; a continuous improvement in the health of all 
dairy herds encouraged by regular inspection by State veterinary 
officers, supplemented by an expansion of the scheme for the control 
of diseases of dairy cattle and its educational effect in convincing 
farmers generally of the value of disease control ; an improvement 
in the conditions under which milk is produced on farms, brought 
about by central control and closer co-ordination with other activities 
relating to the economic aspect of milk production ; and an increase 
in the production of T.T. milk and its consumption as such. 


Prorection. oF MiLtk AGaAtnst INFECTION AND CONTAMINATION 


Responsibility for the enforcement of the existing Statutory 
provisions relating to the protection of milk against infection and 
contamination in milk depots and retail premises and during trans- 
port and distribution will remain with local authorities (para. 24). 
The operation of schemes, introduced as a war-time measure, for 
the nationalisation of distribution has deprived consumers in certain 
areas of freedom to choose their supplier and often, in consequence, 
the grade of milk they desire. ““This places upon the Government 
the obligation to ensure, as far as possible, that all milk supplied 
to consumers in those areas should conform to the higher standards 
of purity which have previously been demanded. 

“The Government accordingly propose” (para. 26) ‘‘to take 
power to exercise closer control over the quality of milk as it reaches 
the consumer. The Minister of Food will be empowered by Regu- 
lation to make it an offence to sell milk by retail in any area which 
he may schedule unless either— 

(i) it is heat treated as defined by Order; or 

(ii) it is lawfully sold as T.T. milk ; or 

(iii) it is Accredited milk sold by a retailer (whether producer- 
retailer or dairyman) who sells the milk of a single Accredited 


Herd. 

“Milk will be regarded as heat treated if it satisfies the phos- 
phatase test for adequate heat treatment, supplemented by a methylene 
blue test for keeping quality, as prescribed by the Minister of 
Health.” 

Before any area is scheduled the Minister of Food will satisfy 
himself that adequate plant is available for heat treating the whole 
of the milk sold in the area, except as provided in paragraph 26. 
“It is the Government’s aim to apply those measures of control 
to all areas where schemes for the rationalisation of retail distribu- 
tion are introduced, as rapidly as the necessary plant can be made 
available.” In all areas of population exceeding 10,000 there is a 
War-time Association constituted by local suppliers of milk, and 
these Associations have been requested ,to prepare plans for the 
rationalisation of retail distribution. It is proposed to invite the 
Associations also to submit plans for organising in their districts 
the heat treatment of milk. 


Tue SMALL Propucer-RETAILER 


Consideration has been given to the question of providing inde- 
pendent pasteurising plant to handle the milk of small producers 
(para. 29). Where it proves impossible for satisfactory arrange- 
ments to be made by the trade itself to safeguard the interests of 
small producer-retailers and dairymen in arranging for the heat 
treatment of their milk, local authorities will be enabled, by appro- 
priate directions under Defence Regulation 49B, to install and operate 
pasteurising plant. They would be treated as wholesalers for the 
purpose and therefore entitled to the margin allowed for performing 
the wholesale function, including heat treatment. 

Applications for allowances for extra transport costs will be con- 
sidered by the Ministry of Food. ‘‘ The small dairyman or producer- 
retailer will not as the result of the arrangements for the heat treat- 
ment of milk run the risk of losing customers to a larger organisation, 
as all customers are registered with particular suppliers and no 
change is possible without Ministry of Food approval.” 

Apart from the alteration in the frequency of inspections of 
Accredited herds, the present proposals do not involve any change 
in the present milk (Special Designation) Regulations, until such 
time as it becomes necessary to provide for the transfer of functions 
proposed in para. 14. Milk will continue to be sold as “ Pasteur- 
ised,” ‘‘ Tuberculin Tested’ and Accredited’ in so far as it 
conforms to the requirements of the Regulations. 

This section of the Memorandum, i.e., that relating to England 
and Wales, concludes with the statement that the Government 
attach the highest importance to the quality of milk supplied under 
the Milk in Schools Scheme, and intimates that a census of all 
schools will be carried out with the object of determining the type 
of milk at present consumed; in the light of this census every 


effort will be made to provide heat-treated milk, or T.T. milk, 
where neither of these types of milk is now supplied. 


Scotland 


The general standard of milk production in Scotland, although 
no doubt susceptible of improvement, is, says the Memorandum, 
not unsatisfactory. The amount of certified and T.T. milk pro- 
duced is approximately one-third of the total production of milk 
in Scotland, compared with some 6 per cent. in England and Wales. 
Different nomenclature is used in Scotland for other grades than 
T.T. In addition the general price structure in operation is different, 
and the arrangements for milk inspection in Scotland are effectively 
operated by the Department of Health for Scotland and the local 
authorities. It is already a statutory requirement that registered 
dairy herds must be inspected once each year. 

“For these reasons the application of the policy outlined above 
will in certain respects require adjustment for Scotland. It is pro- 
posed to apply to Scotland arrangements comparable to those set 
out in paras. 19 and 20 for increasing the premium to T.T. pro- 
ducers, and for requiring the heat treatment of milk, with prescribed 
exceptions, in centres where the necessary facilities can be provided. 

“Tt is not, however, considered necessary to transfer from the 
local authorities to a central authority their functions in regard to 
the inspection of dairy premises. In Scotland, the Local Govern- 
ment (Scotland) Act, 1929, transferred to the major health authori- 
ties (County Councils and large burghs, 55 in number) all powers 
and duties under milk legislation and accordingly these are not, as 
in England, dispersed among a multiplicity of minor authorities. 
In general, a reasonably good standard of administration is main- 
tained. From the experience of recent years, especially in all the 
main milk producing areas, it seems clear that whatever measure of 
uniformity is necessary can be achieved by local authorities with the 
help and advice of the Departments of Health and Agriculture for 
Scotland. Since 1938 the Department of Health for Scotland have 
maintained a staff of milk inspectors for the purpose of stimulating 
and advising local authorities in the exercise of their functions under 
the Milk Acts and Orders and achieving the greatest possible degree 
of uniformity of standards. So far as Scotland is concerned, there- 
fore, it is proposed that the present legislative arrangements should 
remain undisturbed.” 


Northern Ireland 


“ Under the Milk and Milk Products Act (Northern Ireland), 1934, 
all milk must be sold according to quality grades. These are Grade A, 
i.e., milk produced from Tuberculin Tested cows and bottled on the 
farm; Grade B, which is, broadly, similar to Accredited milk in 
Great Britain and may be bottled either by the producer or dis- 
tributor; Grade C, for which bottling is not compulsory ; and 
Grade D, which may not be sold for liquid consumption. All 
persons selling Grade A, Grade B or Grade C milk require to hold 
a licence from the Ministry of Agriculture, and the herds of all 
licensed producers are inspected at least twice yearly by veterinary 
officers of the Ministry. Certain standards in regard to premises 
and equipment for the production and sale of milk, whether by 
producers or distributors, are also laid down by regulations under 
the Act. In addition, sampling of milk for cleanliness and _bac- 
teriological count is carried out periodically by officers of the Ministry. 

“In view of the difference in conditions regarding the grading of 
milk in Northern Ireland and the methods of licensing and inspection 
both of dairy cows and of dairy premises, certain adjustments will be 
required in the application to Northern Ireland of the policy out- 
lined in the preceding paragraphs. Arrangements have already been 
made for increasing the premium on the production of Grade A 
milk while maintaining a reasonable price level for such milk when 
sold to consumers. It is also proposed to require the heat treatment 
of milk, with prescribed exceptions, in centres where the necessary 
facilities can be provided. In addition, steps will be introduced 
designed to ensure that the standards of inspection in regard to dairy 
cows and dairy premises are as high as those which will apply in 
England and Wales under the proposals outlined. Central responsi- 
bility for the inspection of both cows and cowsheds already exists 
under the Ministry of Agriculture in connection with the produc- 
tion and sale of Grade A, B and C milk, and it is proposed to extend 
this responsibility to cover all milk produced and the premises on 
which it is produced.” 

In the concluding paragraph (40) of the Memorandum it is stated 
that the policy of the Government outlined therein can sum- 
marised as follows: ‘ All possible steps will be taken to improve 
the quality of the milk as it leaves the farm. To this end the health 
of the animals in all dairy herds will be brought under State super- 
vision, special attention being paid to those herds the milk from 
which is not heat treated before sale to the consumer; the pro- 
duction and consumption of T.T. milk will be further encouraged. 
Concurrently with these measures, arrangements will be made to 


J 
| 

7 
of 

of 
Jun 
D.V. 
J. V 
Day 

G. 
Ma 

Mu 
Lt.- 
H. 

and 
T 
in 7 
T 
rece 
Bro 
Pro! 
T 
Gen 
cont 
R 

had 
Offi 
uno: 

fore 

the 
of t 

the 
men 
take 
O 
cess 
men 

will 
war- 
as s 

vete 
calle 
T 
Tea 
to tk 

do, 
bein 
after 

like 
are 
is di 
othe 
‘the 
are | 
we 
factc 
have 

and 
wea 
subj 

will 

milk 
M 
prop 
week 
At 
mem 

ques 
. chan 


July 17th, 1943 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


No. 29. Vor. 55. 283 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS 
One-Hundredth Annual General Meeting 


The One-hundredth Annual General Meeting of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons was held at the Royal Agricultural Society 
‘of England, 16, Bedford Square, London, W.C.1, on Tuesday, 
June 8th, 1943, at 11 a.m., Dr. A. W. Whitehouse, M.A., M.R.C.V.S., 
p.v.s., President, in the chair. There were also present: Lt.-Col. 
J. W. Brittlebank, Prof. J. B. Buxton, Mr. P. Crosfield, Capt. H. W. 
Dawes, Dr. J. T. Edwards, Mr. J. Francis, Dr. Tom Hare, Messrs. 
G. H. Livesey, J. W. McIntosh, G. P. Male, Capt. G. Dunlop 
Martin, Major A. B. Mattinson, Capt. S. J. Motton, Lt.-Col. W. S. 
Mulvey, Mr. W. Nairn, Col. Sir Arthur Olver, Capt. J. W. Procter, 
Lt.-Col. P. J. Simpson, Capt. John Smith, Messrs. Arnold Spicer, 
H. W. Steele-Bodger, Mr. J. F. D. Tutt, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge 
and Capt. W. G. Wragg. 

The secretary read the notice convening the meeting as it appeared 
in The London Gazette of May 11th, 1943. 

The Secretary announced that apologies for absence had been 
received from the following members of the Council: Prof. T. G. 
Browne, Mr. J. Holroyd, Sir John Kelland, Captain W. R. McKinna, 
Prof. J. Share Jones and Major Henry Sumner. 

The Secretary then read the minutes of the previous Annual 
General Meeting, held at York on June 3rd, 1942, which were 
confirmed and signed as correct. 

Report of the Returning Officer for Eire ——The Secretary said he 
had received a communication from Prof. O’Connor, the Returning 
Officer for Eire, stating that Mr. P. F. Dolan had been returned 
unopposed as a general elected member. Mr. Dolan would there- 
fore take office for a further period of four years as a member of 
the Council of the Royal College. 

The report was received. 


ANNUAL REPORT AND STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 


The PresipENtT: We have now to consider the Annual Report 
of the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons for 
the year ended March 3lst, 1943, which has been circulated to 
members and of which copies are available in this room. We will 
take it later page by page, and observations will be invited. 

On page 4 the names are given of 14 candidates who were suc- 
cessful in obtaining the D.V.S.M. It is perhaps of interest to 
mention, because those who are not engaged in scholastic affairs 
will perhaps not be aware of it, that it is no longer possible during 
war-time to hold courses or examinations for the D.V.S.M., because 
as soon as anyone enters for it he is no longer considered as a 
veterinary surgeon but as a student, and is therefore liable to be 
called up. 

The section of the Report on pages 5 and 6 headed “* Extra Mural 
Teaching ” is in the nature of advice from the Council. It gives 
to the general body of the profession advice on how to take students 
for practical work and what the Council thinks that they should 
do, and there is also a suggested form of agreement which, if 
adopted, will serve to prevent trouble in the event of a student 
being injured or if there is any disagreement with the student 
afterwards. 

On page 7 there is a short paragraph about the syllabus. I should 
like to say to those who are not members of the Council that we 
are working very hard on the improvement of the syllabus. It 
is difficult to get agreement on the desirability of this, that or the 
other change. The Syllabus Committee, incidentally, consists of 
‘the whole Council ; the work is regarded as sO important that we 
are al] taking a share in it. The profession can be assured that 
we are doing the best we can, and if we cannot draw up a satis- 
factory syllabus there is no one else on earth who can do so; we 
have all the people who know anything about it on the Committee, 
and it is foolish for others to think that they can improve on what 
we are doing. 


subject to heat treatment as high a proportion of milk, other than 
T.T. and some Accredited milk, as is practicable. Every effort 
will be made to provide all schools with heat-treated milk, T.T. 
milk or milk exclusively from single Accredited herds.” 


Mr. R. S. Hupson, Minister of Agriculture, placed the foregoing 
a geen before the House in a statement on Thursday of last 
week. 

At the close, Mr. Epen, replying to Mr. Lampert, said that 
members would wish to have time to study the proposals and the 
question of a debate on them could be raised through the usual 
channels. 


The work of the Registration Committee is referred to on page 8 

f the Report. I think that that is only a statement of fact, but 
on page 9 there is a reference to the work that we are doing with 
regard to official veterinary certificates. A great deal of useful 
work has been done on that, and more is to come. 

On page 9 there is a reference to the Veterinary Surgeons Bill. 
There is not much to say about that, beyond what appears in the 
minutes of the last Annual Meeting—namely, that the Bill will 
not be proceeded with for the present, and the profession can be 
assured that until the profession as a whole accept it the Council 
will not try to “‘ put anything over”’ on them. The delav has been 
due to the fact that the Council have been so careful in trying to 
get the Bill into as good a form as possible. Please do not be appre- 
hensive lest you should find yourselves presented with an Act of 
Parliament all unbeknown to you. 

With regard to the reservation of veterinary surgeons and veter- 
inary students, the Ministry of Labour changes its mind so often 
that if you memorise what the situation is to-day it is highly im- 
probable that it will be the same to-morrow. That has been my 
experience of it. I received a long screed about girl students just 
before I came away, of which I could not make head nor tail. Prof. 
Buxton’s hair has not turned as grey as mine yet, but the changes 
which are made and the difficulty of keeping up with them are 
almost enough to drive one insane : 

We are only making a beginning of the question of the insurance 
of livestock, and I think we can leave that for the present. 

I will now take the Report page by page and invite comment 
and questions. We shall be pleased to answer questions, because 
we know most of the answers, and we welcome remarks in par- 
ticular from those who are not members of the Council, and who 
have this opportunity only once a year. 

The Report was then taken page by page. 

Major A. B. Martinson: With reference to the Balance Sheet 
on page II, I notice that in the Assets the freehold property and 
furniture, Nos. 9 and 10, Red Lion Square, is shown as “ Un- 
valued.” It is difficult to see how that can be justified, having 
regard to the statement of the Auditors that the Balance Sheet shows 
the true and correct state of the affairs of the College. 

Mr. J. W. McInrosu (Treasurer): As your Treasurer, I do 
not think that I need say very much, as the Balance Sheet explains 
itself. It is interesting to note that within the past 15 years we 
have been able to add considerably to our reserve, which was very 
necessary, and we are at the present moment } carrying on well within 
the amount of our income, which says a good deal for the Council, 
notwithstanding its many faults in other directions. The position 
of the College at the moment so far as finance is concerned is sound, 
and we have every reason to congratulate ourselves on being in 
that position at the present time. Any reserve that we have will 
be very useful, I have no doubt, in the future, when post-war pro- 
grammes will have to be considered, and I think that it is our duty 
at the moment to keep as far as possible within due limits, so as 
to prepare for developments which may occur later. 

Major Martinson : I am still of the humble opinion that this is 
not a proper statement. This unvalued item does not fit in either 
on one side or the other in the Balance Sheet, and it would have 
been better if it had not been included here but had been shown 
independently as a footnote. I cannot reconcile this with the definite 
statement of the chartered’ accountants. I do not suggest that they 
are wrong, and they know more about the subject than I do, but 
it does not seem right to show the position in this way, because 
these things do have a value, and a very great value. I do not say 
that the accountants should state what the value is, but I do not 
think that this should appear in this form. I speak as a layman, 
but I do not think that this is a correct method of dealing with 
the matter. 

The PRESIDENT: We will call the- attention of the Auditors to 
that and see what they have to say about it. 

Lt.-Col. J. W. BritrLeBANK: What is the approximate value 
of the property ? Is there any outstanding liability on it ? 

Mr. J. W. McIntosu : This matter was before the Council some 
years ago, and it was decided to leave things as they were. Some 
years ago we bought the property next door to our headquarters, 
No. 9, Red Lion Square, for, I think, the sum of £10,000, and that 
was cleared off by the Council in the course of two years, so that 
so far as the property is concerned it is entirely free of any charge. 

Lt.-Col. J. W. BrirrLeBANK: I beg to move that the Report 
be adopted. 

Prof. J. B. Buxton seconded the motion. 

Dr. Tom Hare: We do not happen to have here a very large 


and enthusiastic audience drawn from the general body of the pro- 
fession—those present are mainly members of the Council—but I 
feel that I should like to speak on behalf of that general body in 
expressing to you, Sir, and to the Council our congratulations on 
the Royal College attaining its centenary. It is with especial pleasure 
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that I do that, in that it is within my knowledge that some sections 


of the profession would very much like to have the privilege of 


expressing their gratitude to you, Sir, and to the Council for the 
work which you and your predecessors have done on behalf of the 
profession in some tangible form. We are a little exercised at the 
moment to know how to express our loyalty and gratitude, in that 
you have not yet had an opportunity of publishing your programme 
of the centenary celebrations. I hope that that will be forthcoming 
soon, because it will be of very great help to at least one division 
in perfecting its plans in co-operation with any celebrations which 
you may arrange, and in testifying our loyalty and gratitude to 
you, Sir, and to the Council. 

Personally, I should also like to express to the Council the gratitude 
of the ordinary veterinary surgeon for their piece of outstanding 
statesmanship in bringing forward this scheme for veterinary insur- 
ance. I regard that—I have only had the opportunity, of course, 
of reading what has been published in the Record—as one of the 
outstanding moves of the last 25 years, and I sincerely hope that 
the Council will soon be in a position to afford the profession a 
little more knowledge of their proposals. As it reads, it seems to 
me to be rather a big programme. Personally, I should prefer 
to see a provident scheme taken first, on the lines of the medical 
sickness provident schemes, which are all actuarially sound and 
now have the backing of the Nuffield Trust. These cover all kinds 
. of sickness, including nursing home, hospital and especially services, 
and there is no doubt that for the person of limited income some- 
thing of that kind is an absolute godsend. If we could introduce 
a provident scheme as just one section of your vast plan, and get 
that accepted by agriculture and by the actuarial experts, you would 
have done a piece of work for which the country should be extremely 
grateful to you, and which would redound to the credit of our 
profession. 

Dr. J. T. Epwarps: Like Dr. Hare, on entering this room I 
felt somewhat disappointed that no more than a handful of members 
of the profession at large had come here to express their gratitude 
to you, Sir, and to the Council upon the attainment of the centenary 
of the Royal College. I had not come here prepared to speak, and 
I was looking around me and wondering who there was here who 
would take it upon himself to express the gratitude which the pro- 
fession at large feel it is their duty to express to their governing 
body at this moment in its history. I am glad that Dr. Hare is 
here and has expressed our thanks to the Council. 

Looking back over the history of this Council during the past 
century, and over the*years which preceded its establishment, one 
cannot but say that the work of the Council has been magnificently 
done, and it is the first duty of the members of the profession who 
are not honoured with the occupancy of seats upon the Council 
to look upon those who are elected to it as their peérs, and to uphold 
them at the present time by every means in their power. 

At this time our profession has been brought under criticism, 
and rightly so, by members of the public who wish to find out 
whether there are certain things which can be better run in the public 
interest. We know that unless we hold our Council together and 
uphold it in every way possible, the profession will fall to pieces. 
Like a distinguished member of this profession the centenary of 
whose birth is now about to be celebrated, the late Mr. William 
Hunting, I have felt personally that I can make my best contribution 
by belonging to another body and taking an active part in its work. 
He resigned from a seat on this Council so that he would be better 
able to criticise the work of the Council. Personally, I do not agree 
with you, Sir, entirely when you say that you have here at your 
command ail the experts who are in the best possible position to 

lan things for our guidance ; but even so I think you will acknow- 
ledge that it is well for the continued and healthy existence of this 
governing body that it should be subject to friendly and constructive 
criticism. 

I know something of the history of this Royal College and of 
how it came into being through the efforts of the profession itself 
in combating privilege, in combating hostility from outside influences 
and bodies, and of how it is representative of the best that is in the 
profession itself. It is the forum where matters of conduct are 
decided upon with a degree of fairness which is recognised every- 
where as being beyond reproach. It is a place where the requisite 
standard of examination to fit persons to become entitled to the 
title of veterinary surgeon is settled. It is the place where all that 
work is done, and done thoroughly and well. Whatever any Govern- 
ment Committee may recommend or decide—and I think that it is 
incumbent on us to listen to them—there can never be any question 
on the part of any critic that the work of this Council has been 
done well. 

I have the honour, therefore, to support what Dr. Hare has said 
on the occasion of the centenary of this Royal College, and to 
express, as I hope that I have expressed, on behalf of the profession 
at large our sincere gratitude for your labours and our best wishes 
for your continued healthy existence. 


Capt. DunLop Martin: I should very much like to have the 
pleasure of associating myself with the remarks which have fallen 
from Dr. Hare and Dr. Edwards in congratulating you, Sir, and 
your Council. 

The motion, that the Annual Report and Statement of Accounts 
be adopted, was then put, and carried. 

Congratulations from the Polish Veterinary Profession . 

The Secrerary: I have now a communication to read which 
follows very well on the speeches which we have just heard. It is 
from Dr. Stanislaw Runge, a representative of the Polish veterinary 
profession in this country, and is dated June 7th and addressed 
to the President and Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons :— 

In the name of the Professors and Lecturers of Polish veter- 
inary schools, and on behalf of Polish veterinary surgeons, 
who are at present in Great Britain, I have the honour to 
express the most sincere congratulations on the _ historical 
occasion of the One-hundredth Annual General Meeting of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

We wish to convey to the R.C.V.S. our best wishes and all 
success in the future development of Veterinary Science and 
Veterinary Schools. 

Quod felix faustum fortunatumque sit! 

Dr. STANISLAW RUNGE, 
Professor of the University of Poznan. 

Prof. J. B. Buxton: I move that we express to Prof. Runge our 
cordial thanks for his letter of congratulation. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Vote of Thanks to the President——Lt.-Col. J. W. BrITTLEBANK : 
I rise with very great pleasure to move a vote of thanks to our 
President for his conduct in the chair to-day. He has been there 
for a long time, and the longer he stops there the better we like 
him. He is a man of very few words, but such words as he does 
express are very pithy and very much to the point. We hope and 
trust that he will preserve his strength for many years to come, 
and we thank him for his conduct in the chair to-day. 

Mr- W. Natrn seconded the motion, which was carried with 
acclamation, and briefly acknowledged by the President. 

The meeting then terminated. 


Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The Annual General Meeting of the members of the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund, being the twenty-fifth Annual General 
Meeting of the Incorporated Society and the forty-sixth since its 
foundation, was held at the Royal Agricultural Society of England, 
16, Bedford Square, London, W.C.1, on Tuesday, June 8th, 1943, 
at 11.40 a.m., immediately following the Annual General Meeting 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. Lt.-Col J. : 
BRITTLEBANK, C.M.G., President, occupied the chair. There were 
also present: Prof. J. B. Buxton, Capt. H. W. Dawes, Messrs. 
G. H. Livesey, J. W. McIntosh, G. P. Male, Capt. S. J. Motton, 
Lt.-Col. W. S. Mulvey, Mr. W. Nairn, Col. Sir Arthur Olver, 
Capt. J. W. Procter, Lt.-Col. P. J. Simpson, Capt. John Smith, 
Messrs. Arnold Spicer, J. F. D. Tutt, Dr. A. W. Whitehouse, Prof. 
G. H. Wooldridge, Capt. W. G. Wragg and Mrs. Wragg. 

The Secretary read the notice convening the meeting, which had 
been published in The Veterinary Record. ae 

The minutes of the previous meeting, which had been published 
in The Veterinary Record, were taken as read, and were confirmed 
and signed. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


President—The PresipeNt: The first business on the agenda is 
the election of a President. I have said before that I have occupied 
this chair for a good man years, and if you wish to nominate any- 
one else I shall support that nomination with pleasure. 

Mr. H. W. Dawes: I have very much pleasure in proposing 
that Col. Brittlebank be re-elected President. There is no man 
in the profession who has taken the work of this charitable organ- 
isation more seriously and done it more thoroughly than Col. 
Brittlebank. For very many years his work for it has been out- 
standing, and I know of no man who has so good a knowledge of 
the necessary conditions under which this fund has to function. 
I have therefore the greatest pleasure in moving his re-election. 

Lt.-Col. W. S. Mutvey, together with several other members, 
asked leave to second the motion, which was carried with acclamation. 

The Presipent: Thank you very much. I do not want to make 
a speech, but I can promise you that my devotion to this work will, 
if anything, be increased. 
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Vice-Presidents—The Secretary: The names of the four Vice- 
Presidents who have been serving in that capacity are given on the 
first page of the Annual Report. Capt. J. R. Rider was one of them, 
and we have to lament his unfortunate death. 

Mr. G. P. Mate: I should like to propose the election of Mr. 
J. W. McIntosh as a Vice-President to fill the vacancy caused by 
the death of Capt. Rider. He is now residing in Scotland, and will 
be able to represent that part of Great Britain, and there is no man 
e ¢ the profession who is more entitled to be a Vice-President than 

e 

Lt.-Col. P. J. Simpson seconded the motion. 

The PrestipENT: In putting the motion, I will, with your per- 
mission, add to it that the other three Vice-Presidents be re-elected. 

The motion in this form was carried unanimously. 

Hon. Secretary.—The PresipeNtT: I claim the privilege of being 
allowed to nominate the Honorary Secretary. ere is only one 
possible nomination, and that is our old friend Col. P. J. Simpson. 
We are very glad to see him here to-day. 

Prof. J. B. BuxTron and several other members seconded the 
motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Lt.-Col. P. J. Stimpson: Thank you. 
you will be able to find a successor ! 

Hon. Treasurer —The PresipENtT: I also claim the privilege of 
making the only possible nomination for Honorary ‘Treasurer, Mr. 
Arnold Spicer. 

Mr. J. W. McInrosu and other members seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. ARNOLD Spicer: Thank you very much. I will continue 
to take the interest I have always taken in this work. 

Auditors —The Presipent: Messrs. Wilkinson, Chater & Co. 
are our Auditors, and they do their work in a very satisfactory 
manner. They recently asked for an increase in their remuneration, 
which I think was deserved, and so we have decided to increase 
their remuneration a little. I move their reappointment. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 


I hope that next year 


ANNUAL REPORT AND STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 


The Presipent: We have now to consider the Annual Report 
and Statement of Accounts for the year ended December 3st, 
1942. We usually take it page by page, but we have had to cut it 
down this time to save paper, and so it is rather brief. 

Lt.-Col. P. J. Simpson: As there is, at any rate in my opinion, 
so little in it to discuss, | beg to move the adoption of the Annual 
Report and Statement of Accounts. 

Prof. J. B. Buxton seconded the motion. 

The Presipent: I think we should like the Honorary Treasurer 
to tell us something about the finances of the Fund. 

Mr. ARNOLD Spicer (Hon. Treasurer): There is not a great deal 
to say. As a matter of fact, the funds are in a very good position. 
Fortunately, the demands for relief have not been so big as they 
once were, and we have had some very good donations. In the 
case of the last war, however, the calls began to come in when the 
war was over, and I am very much afraid that it will be the same 
after this war. We are supposed to be going to gain a great deal 
of benefit from the Beveridge scheme, and it may be thought that 
nothing will be needed, but I am afraid that as wages and costs 
go up the cost of living will go up too, and therefore we shall probably 
have to increase the donations which we give to applicants for relief. 

The Hunting Fund is now coming in to us. We have to pay £200 
a year to the housekeeper, but anything that is left over comes to 
us, and at her death the whole of the funds will come to us. 

I do not know what will happen to one fund which is mentioned 
here, the National Veterinary War Relief Fund of £1,000, given 
by the National Association. So far we have had only one claim, 
for £100. I am hoping that when the war is over we shall be allowed 
to keep the other £900. 

The PresipeNt: As the Treasurer has indicated to you, although 
we might be in a position to pay out greater benefits, we thought 
that in view of what undoubtedly lies in front of us it would be as 
well to husband our resources, so that we may be well prepared to 
deal with all eventualities after the war. History has an extra- 
ordinary habit of repeating itself, and after all wars there is always 
distress, no matter in what part of the community we may happen 
to be placed. Although, therefore, we couid increase our benefits 
a little, we do not think it is wise to expend our money up to the 
full extent of our income at present, but I am sure you will agree 
with me when I say that we miss no case where relief is deserved. 
In all such cases we take the greatest possible care to see that relief 
is given, and given as far as possible adequately ; but, having done 
that, we think it is right to conserve our funds as far as we possibly 
can, and of course the funds are growing. We have accumulated 
a substantial amount, as you will see from the Balance Sheet ; and 
we hope and trust that, please God, the calls on the fund in the 
future will not be larger than we can face. The fund, including 


the Trust Funds, now amounts to £50,700 odd, and the market 
value of the securities must be well over that figure. 

Prof. G. H. Woo.tpripce: There is one matter in connection 
with the Report which I should like to mention. I see under the 
heading “ Student Activities’ that there was a donation of £6 
from the Royal Veterinary College Students’ Union, but I should 
like to point out that the student activities have been far greater 
than could possibly be imagined from that, because the students 
of the Royal Veterinary College, at any rate, are holding various 
functions at different times during the year to raise money for the 
Benevolent Fund, but most of their donations have been sent through 
the Ladies’ Guild. It seems to me rather unfortunate that their 
activities should not be acknowledged in a rather better way. It 
might be helpful if, when this Report is published, a sub-report 
could be given indicating the activities of the Ladies’ Guild. I am 
sure that that would have a beneficial effect. 

The PresipENT: You mean, giving separate figures ? 

Prof. WootpripGe: Yes, possibly a sub-report with separate 
figures, and indicating some of the activities of the Ladies’ Guild. 
That publicity would be very helpful and would, I am sure, increase 
the donations and subscriptions to the’ fund. They have no corre- 
sponding publicity. It could quite well be incorporated in our 
Annual Report, if the Ladies’ Guild saw fit. Several members 
of the Ladies’ Guild have mentioned this matter to me. 

The PresipeNt: They do publish an account of their activities 
in their Annual Report, which appears in the Record, but you think 
that that is not enough ? 

Prof. WootpripGE: That is rather different. 

The PresipeNt: We will take note of that suggestion. 

The motion for the adoption of the Annual Report and Statement 
of Accounts was put, and carried. 

The late Capt. Rider —Mr. Sree.e-Bopcer: should like to 
make some reference to the death of our late Vice-President, Capt. 
J. R. Rider, who was a very keen supporter of this fund. He never 
failed to draw the attention of members of the profession to the 
fund, and always kept its virtues before those whom he met at 
meetings or informally, and emphasised the necessity for sup- 
porting it. I think that this meeting might well take note of that 
fact and send a letter to Mrs. Rider and the family. I think that 
Capt. Rider’s support of the fund was the more outstanding in 
that he was not himself a man of means, and his prolonged illness 
was a source of worry to himself and to his family. 

Mr. G. H. Livesey supported the proposal. 

The Presipent: Thank you very much. I had not overlooked 
that, but it is very good of you to call attention to it earlier. I think 
it is very fitting that in view of the great respect we all felt for Capt. 
Rider we should express to his wife and family our very great regret 
at his early demise and our sincere sympathy. 

The members present stood in silence for a few moments, at the 
invitation of the President, as a token of respect. 

Election of Ten Members of the Association to Serve on the Council.— 
The Secrerary: The only other business is to elect ten members 
of the Association to serve on the Council. The names of the 
present members who so serve are given on page 2 of the Annual 
Report. Of these, Mrs. Nickinson is unable to be present to-day 
and has sent her apologies. 

Prof. J. B. Buxton proposed the re-election of the ten members 
at present serving. 

Col. Mutvey seconded the motion, which was carried. 

Vote of Thanks to the President. —On the motion of Lt.-Col. P. Zs 
Simpson, seconded by Prof. J. B. Buxton, a vote of thanks was 
accorded to the President for his conduct in the chair. 

The meeting then terminated. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS 
Membership Examinations (July, 1943) 
List oF SuccessruL CANDIDATES 


London 

First YEAR: 
Beattie, W. E. (C) 
Benham, Miss C. (C) 


Hobbs, D. O. (B) 
Hodgson, A. J. 


Betty, R. W. Lewis, D. G. 
*Boyden, S. V. +Marchant, Miss I. F. 
Brook, A. B. Penhale, Miss B. M. (B) 


Slater, L. F 

Stower, J. (B) 

*Warren, A, L. 

White, Miss C. M. 

*Williams, Gareth 

(C) Denotes credit in Chemistry. 
(B) Denotes credit in Biology. 


Buckley, R. H. (B) 

Curwen, Miss P. 

Frappell, P. 
*Gray, J. E 

Harris, D, G. (B) 

+ Denotes Ist class honours. 
* Denotes 2nd class honours. 
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Seconp YEAR: 


Barnes, . G. Lewis, T. R. B. (P) 
Bennett, P . M. Loftus, A. C. 
Birkbeck, Miss M. C. (P) McCarthy, B. J. 
Bonnaud, Miss Z. Mills, H. D. 

Brown, A. R. (P) Murray, M. D. 
Burdett, R, G. (P) Mutton, C. H. 
Calderbank, G, (P) Ornbo, Miss M. A. (H) 
*Cleverley, Miss D. C. Pitman, K. J. 

Colley, A. H. J. Ridley, W. 
Darbishire, H. B. Roberts, H. E. (H) 
Delfosse, Miss M. M. (P) Shields, Miss P. 
Dunn, P. S. Stafford, L. P. (H) 
Edgson, F. A, *Startup, F, G. 
Gronow, W, P. Trawford, F. R. (P) 
Hart, C. B. (H) ‘Troughton, Miss S. E. 
Heslop, G. P. M. Wells, E, A. 

Hirst, B.J.(P) White, J. A. 
Humphreys, P. N. Woodford, M. H. 
Jones, E. W, (P) Young, M. 

Kenny, Miss D. M. . 


* Denotes 2nd class honours. 
(P) Denotes credit in Physiology, etc. 
(H) Denotes credit in Histology, etc. 


‘Tuirp YEAR: 


Archer, R. K. *Hartley, W. J. 
Arnold, G, K. *Ingram, P. L. 
Barber, Miss E. (A) Kiddle, Peter (H) 
*Biggers, J. D. King, A. S. 
Bowen, D. I, (A) Lobban, Miss M. C. C. (H) 
Briggs, C. A. E. (A) Macqueen, J. M. 
Chivers, N. C. Milnes, Miss J. N. (A) (H) 
Comben, Norman Murray, C, B. (A) 
Cooper, C. T. Pettifer, John 
Davies, Peter Philcox, R. A. 
Daykin, P. W. Rogers, M. J. H. (A) 
Fawcett, J. F. (A) Rollinson, D, H. I 
*Frost, R. C, Russell, E. W. 
Furniss, R. H. Salmon, W. M. (H) 
Gardner, B. L. Scott, Miss S. M, S. (A) 
Garner, R. J. Self, A. D. (H) 
Gibson, E, A. (H) Wilson, Miss J. M. 
Gledhill, K. C. Wilson, F. A. 


Gover, R. W. M. (A) 


* Denotes 2nd class honours. 
(A) Denotes credit in Anatomy. 
(H) Denotes credit in Hygiene. 


YEAR: 


Ali, S, M. Narayan, P. H. 
Aspinall, K. W. (Paras) Noel, E. F. H. 
Beveridge, C. G. L, * Perrett, D. R. (Path) 
Broad, R. C. Peters, K, C. 
*Brown, P. L. + Plowright, 5 
+Burdin, M. L. Rowe, J. F. W 
Dalton, P. J. Sambrook, P.M. F. 
Daniel, Yi J. Schofield, Miss Barbara 
Das, M.S Shah, S. M. H. 
Epps, Miss E. M. (Path) Smith, E. K. 
Fawbert, Miss D. Sugden, Mrs. B. S. 
*Fitzpatrick, R. J. Taylor, W, N. 
Fry, F. C. Wellington, John 
Grater, G. S. Williams, E. I. (Path) 
Hartman-Smith, C. A. (Paras) Wilson, J. P. 
Harvey, Denis Wood, J. G. P. 
Knowles, J, R, 


+ Denotes Ist class honours. 

* Denotes 2nd class honours. 

(Path) Denotes credit in Pathology. 
(Paras) Denotes credit in Parasitology. 


YEAR: 
Ahmad, S. M. Griffiths, W. R. 
Alexander, F. C. Groves, T. W. 
Cobbett, B. H. Hawkins, J. D. 
Crabree, G, E. Herbert, T. G. G. 
*Davies, D. G. E. Hills, J. N. M. 
Ellis, T. H. Ingram, Miss E. D. M. 
Franklin, R. D. Laker, H. T. C, 


* Denotes 2nd class honours. 


Linzell, J. L. (S) Shorter, D. R. 
Macadam, Ian. Stephenson, Miss Dorothy 
Mortimer, D. T. Thompson, S. H, 
Newsholme, Cc. M. Tyler, Miss A. I. 
Nye Walker, D. A. W. 
ONeill, Ward, V. C. 
Pierson, Eric White, Miss K. E. H. 
Reed, S. R. White, Miss P. M. 
Roper, R, A. Williams, D. H. 
Rust, Miss B. B. Woodget, Miss P. J. 
Serth, G. W. (S) Yockney, G. L 


(S) Denotes credit in Surgery. 
(To be continued) 


NOTES AND NEWS 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for inclusion 
in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


July 17th.—Meeting of the Society of Women Veterinary Sur- 
geons, Royal Station Hotel, York, 2.30 p.m. 

July 21st.—Meeting of the Western Counties Division, N.V.M.A., 
at Exeter, 2 p.m. 

July 22nd.—Meeting of the West of Scotland Division, N.V.M.A., 
at Glasgow, 2.30 p.m. 

July 23rd.—Meeting of the Mid-West Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Bristol, 2.30 p.m. 

July 30th.—Meeting of the Yorkshire Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Leeds, 3 p.m. 

July 30th.—Summer Meeting of the Sussex Division, N.V.M.A., 
at Brighton, 12 noon. 

July 30th.—Summer Meeting of. the Royal Counties Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Streatley, 11 a.m. 


PERSONAL 


Mr. J. S. Steward, F.R.C.¥V.S., D.V.S.M., has left the service of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries to take up the position of 
Parasitologist at the Veterinary Research Laboratories, Biological 


Presenting an cceitaaii ahi to Lt.-Col. P. J. Simpson, 
D.S.O., T.D., J.P., F.R.C.V.S., at a recent meeting of the Maidenhead 
‘Town Council, on the occasion of Colonel Simpson's reti»ement 
as Local A.R.P. Controller, the Mayor (Alderman Neve) said the 
Colonel took over at a critical time in its history from the A.R.P. 
point of view. In the early days it was not a very efficient machine, 
but Colonel Simpson succeeded in building up a service of which 
they were all proud. Many other Councillors also paid tribute to 
his efforts in the interests of the Civil Defence of the Borough, and 
Sir George Mowbray, Chairman of the Berks County Council 
A.R.P. Committee, spoke of Colonel Simpson’s ability and “ the 
remarkable patience he has displayed in his dealings with the 
scheme-making authority ” for whom he spoke. 


Birth—Prace.—On July 9th, at Rose Hill Nursing Home, 
Dorking, to Rhalou (née Bruce) wife of G. H. Kirkby Peace, 
M.R.C.V.S., twin sons (Thomas and Benjamin). 


Marriage.—LockHart—Dwunpar.—At Aysgarth Parish Church 
on June 24th, the wedding tock place of Duncan McFarlane 
Lockhart, M.R.c.v.s., of the Ministry of Agriculture, to Kathleen 
Ursula Dunbar, of oe 


Forthcoming —The engagement is 
announced between Frances Charlotte, eldest daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Cameron Kerr, of Westcliff, Johannesburg, Transvaal, and 
Captain G. M. Gates, M.R.c.v.s., The Nigeria Regiment, Royal 
West African Frontier Force, only son of Mr. and Mrs. G. A. 


Gates, of Arundel, Sussex, England. 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


Wyllie, David, 72, Barnhill, Wembley Park, Middlesex. Gradu- 
ated Glasgow, December 17th, 1895. Died June 10th, 1943; aged 
75 years. 

Tennis for the V.V.B.F.—The finals of a tennis tournament run 
by the Tennis Club of the Royal Veterinary College, in aid of the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, were played at Streatley on 
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| Sunday, June 20th. The matches were umpired by Professor 


G. H. Wooldridge. A sum of £5 5s., the proceeds of the tourna- 
ment, was handed over to Mrs. G. H. Wooldridge, for the Ladies’ 
Guild of the Fund. 


H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE PUBLICATIONS 
The undermentioned have been published recently. Copies can 
be purchased through any bookseller, or directly from H.M 
Stationery Office. 


* * 


Price Post 
net free 
s. d. 


CoMMAND Papers (Session 1942-43): 
(6454.) Milk. Measures to improve the 
quality of the Nation’s Milk Supply ar Se 0 3 
AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES, MINISTRY OF: 
Journal, Monthly. Vol. L. No. 4. July, 1943. 


Leaflet, Advisory. 316. Diseases of the 
Rabbit. Each 1 0 2 


Dozen 0 9 011 


* * * * * 


NUTRITION IN INFANCY 


A conference on the above subject was held on May 22nd, at 
the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, and while 
discussion was limited to a consideration of the human infant, 
the information was of considerable comparative interest. A full 
report of the discussions:will ultimately appear in the Proceedings 
of the Society, but for the benefit of readers an abridged account 
is given here by permission of the Society’s officers. 

Dr. H. M. M. Mackay (The nutritional needs of infancy) said 
that the views of babies on their own nutritional requirements 
were perhaps insufficiently considered. She quoted from the work 
of Dr. Davies (Report on Nutrition of the White House Confer- 
ence on Child Health and Protection, 1932), in which 12 breast-fed 
babies were, as from 6 to 8 months of age, allowed to select their 


_ own diet for a period of years. The children, in whom anorexia 


was unknown except in sickness, developed into perfect physical 
specimens in an optimal state of nutrition as checked by known 
methods, but their food preferences were surprising. 

Thin and premature babies require higher calorie-allowances 
than normal ones, but it seems unnecessary to furnish breast-fed 
premature babies with casein, as a source of additional protein. 
Cow’s milk is a much richer source of Ca than is human milk. 
Meat is a good source of iron, but the iron of spinach and of brown 
bread is poorly utilised. Liver is the only foodstuff with which 
the author has been able to produce rapid cures of nutritional 
anaemia. 

A young baby cannot concentrate its urine: during the first five 
months of life a breast-fed baby obtains about 24 oz. of fluid per 
1 lb. bodyweight in 24 hours. 

Professor Noah Morris said that the requirement of vitamin D 
varies with the growth rate, the amount of Ca and P in the diet, 
and the immediate dietary history. There seems to be little 
difference between the efficacy of vitamins D, and D,. Some chil- 
dren develop rickets despite high dosage with vitamin D. In 
practice the possibilities of producing hypervitaminosis D are non- 
existent. 

Dr. A. A. Moncrieff (The treatment of nutritional disorders in 
infancy) said it was not always easy to separate chronic infection 
from deficiency. Recurrent droplet infection in many households 
means wasted babies that no amounts of dietary supplements will 
improve. A vicious circle of chronic starvation and chronic infec- 
tion may exist, but if so it is easier to break it by dealing with the 
infection than by relying on calories or vitamins. Care must be 
taken to differentiate between true nutritional anaemia and anaemia 
which is the result of chronic infection: in the latter, the infection 
cannot be cleared up until the anaemia has disappeared, while the 
anaemia would not yield readily to iron. 

A.N.W. 


LATE FECUNDITY IN THE BITCH 


A Midlands veterinarian forwards the following remarkable in- 
stance of late canine fecundity. ‘The subject was a collie bitch, 
owed by Mr. Graham, Hill Top Farm, nr. Coventry, and recently, 
at the age of 15 vears, she has had a litter of five pups, all of which 
are doing well. The father, also a sheepdog, is twelve months old, 


and the owner was training his young dog to take the place of 
the bitch, which he thought would soon be getting past its work, 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the first post 
on Monday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 

Lhe views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent the personal 
mews of the writer only and must not | taken as expressing the opinion or 
having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


= + * * * 


PASTEURISATION 


Sir,—It was with a great deal of disappointment that I read in 
the Supplement to the Record the report of the Joint Committee 
on Pasteurisation and Milk Production. 

After a great deal of debate the Committee, to my reading, very 
grudgingly recognised the view of the medical profession. Very 
gracious of them when at least 6-7 per cent. of dairy farmers 
are producing tuberculous milk and a much larger percentage 
producing milk containing live Br. abortus. Certain members 
want to delay things and suggest that milk “should be made 
safe,” but haven’t the temerity to say how. 

‘There has been very little correspondence in the Record about 
this subject. Why haven’t the members of the profession more 
to say about pasteurisation? Is it ignorance or a fear that pasteur- 
isation will indirectly affect their pockets? Probably the latter, 
but I would rather that it were the former. 

I hope that this letter has more effect on the uneasy silence on 
this matter than a previous one from the wife of a member. 

Yours faithfully, 
21, Raglan Road, ANDREW WILSON. 
Birmingham, 5. 


June 27th, 1943. 


PROPOSED SCHEME FOR ‘THE VACCINATION OF 
FEMALE CALVES AGAINST CONTAGIOUS ABORTION 


Sir,—In the circulars relating to the above, the sex of the 
calves to be vaccinated has been omitted. It is of importance to 
emphasise that only females should be included. Hence the 
addition to thé heading of this contribution. 

The effective answer to abortion is vaccination, and if progress 
is to be expected in controlling this disease, legislation must be 
introduced making it compulsory for all female stock destined for 
milk production to be vaccinated by a certain age. ‘The value of 
the agglutination test is confined to ascertaining the existence or 
non-existence of the disease, and whilst the theoretical idea of 
segregation of positives or their disposal, may be the best, it fails, 
because it is not a universal practice, and after infection some 
animals may give a positive blood in a week, others may not do so 
for five months. 

It is a considered opinion after over 30 years’ experience with 
the disease and with vaccination (dating back to the days when the 
vaccine had to be made up from cultures sent out in bottles, and 
which I may add was most successful) that calfhood vaccination 
offers the best prospects, and that it is an open question if any 
form of vaccination is of walue in milking herds heavily infected. 
In these, the best policy is to allow the disease to take its course, 
but to concentrate on the young female stock which will in due 
course replace the older diseased members of the herd. 

I hold the view that at this moment we as a profession have a 
very great opportunity of persuading the Minister of Agriculture 
and Fisheries to consider the rearing of disease-free cattle on 
the ley systems of grass, and I am by no means alone in stating 
that a method based on clean ley grass pasturage would be a 
great ‘advance for the rearing of young stock on permanent pas- 
tures. Experience with other diseases, even with such a simple 
one as “ hoose,” clearly shows how fatal is a policy which allows 
the young stock to follow older on pastures, or to be fed on hay, 
off pastures on which these have grazed. 

The shortest cut to the control of disease lies in the rearing of 
disease-free young stock and protection against disease. 

One concludes that before any vaccination is carried out only 
those which have passed the tuberculin test will be included. 

The various War Agricultural Committees must be prepared to 
allocate up to six weeks of age (I would like to make it six months) 
whole milk to such calves. In herds which are periodically tuber- 
culin tested, the pasteurisation and utilisation of the milk from 
the positives for this end, might be considered, in preference to 
their disposal. 

The veterinary profession will present an unanswerable reply 
to charlatanism, if it brings more and more home to the animal- 
owning public that it can attend to its needs, and in co-operation 
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is prepared and able to solve the problems which at all times 
confront it. 
Yours faithfully, 


Rothiemurchus,” J. F. D. Tort. 
St. Cross, 
Winchester. 
June 25th, 1943. 


AN UNUSUAL COLIC CASE 


Sir.—Mr. Hawkins’s description of “an unusual colic case” 
(Vet. Rec. 55. 252) recalls an almost identical case which we 
encountered in a heavy draught mare belong to the Great Western 
Railway 13 years ago. 

We were called to the case ip the early morning of Friday, 
June 27th, 1930, and did not suspect anything unusual at first. 
Rectal exploration did not reveal the obstruction because the 
strangulation occurred in the small colon some distance in front 
of the rectum. The mare died on June 29th, and towards the end 
pain seemed to become continuous, the animal repeatedly pushing 
her hindquarters against the wall. We concluded that the case was 
one of torsion of the bowel. 

We had every intention of recording the case, and in order to 
complete the report we sent the enlarged ovary to a laboratory 
with a full description of the post-mortem findings; we wished to 
ascertain the exact nature of the condition in the ovary. 

In time we received a rather curt reply to the effect that the 
ovary was cystic, that the condition was very common in the mare, 
and that they could not see how it could cause colic. 

Yours faithfully, 
67, Grenfell Road, H. Bett. 
Maidenhead. 
June 26th, 1943. 


* * * * * 


SOLANIN POISONING IN PIGS 


Sir,—Mr. Ironside, in his letter of June 19th, points out that 
my brief article on solanin poisoning in pigs is liable to deter 
feeders from feeding sprouted potatoes in large amounts. The 
whole point of my article was to offer a warning as to the risk 
involved and, with respect to Mr. Ironside, I cannot agree that the 
experiment he describes makes a serious challenge that the warning 
is overstated. The two pigs involved were nearly full grown 
baconers; according to Wood's standards, the recorded rate of 
growth could be attributed almost entirely to the meal and whey 
fed; the presumption that the potatoes, and particularly the 
sprouts, would constitute the greater part of the food recorded as 
not cleaned up tends tw invalidate any conclusion; the steaming of 
the potatoes would reduce their toxicity. It is not unreasonable 
to suggest that the slight scouring and anorexia noted may be 
attributed to potato sprouts. 

I willingly accept Mr. Ironside’s point that reservations must be 
attached to my warning, but submit that, so far, his feeding trial 
indicates only that some large pigs can eat some sprouted potatoes 
without serious harm. 

Yours 
95, Villiers Avenue, . Ocirvie. 
Surbiton, 


urrey. 
July Sth, 1943. 


“SUMMER ITCH” IN THE HORSE 


Sir,—I should be most grateful if any member of the profession 
could give me any enlightenment on the condition of “ summer 
itch ” in the horse. 


Yours faithfuily, 
R. F. Bett, 
“ Brooklands,” Major (retired). 
Hough, 
Crewe. 
Julv 6th, 1943. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL 


Sir,—In view of the continued correspondence on the above 
subject, may I say that it has been my confirmed belief for a good 
many years now that the only way to override quackery and, at the 
same time, many forms of cruelty, is to legislate for the universal 
licensing of domestic animals. In hand with this, as an initial 


measure, would go arrangements for the compulsory bringing under 
the professional eye—at least once a quarter—of all domestic 
animals. 


In the case of the farm animals, obviously the eye 


would have to go out to the farm, while for equines, other than 
farm animals, and for the smaller domestic animals, existing 
centres could be availed of for purposes of inspection, 
or private visits allowed for where clients preferred, and 
were able to pay for, same. The licensing for cats, both as a 
public health and as a humane measure, is surely long overdue. 
As for the taking out of the necessary Health Insurance card which 
would have to receive the professional and official stamp once a 
quarter, I see no difficulty there either, provided that the breeding 
of the smaller domestic animals were controlled as it ought to be, 
and could be, in the interests of all concerned. 

It seems to me that facilities for the proper hospitalisation of 
animals on a much more adequate scale than is at present the case 
would not then be long i in following, and with all the said facilities 
under professional supervision, how much would not our patients 
stand to benefit! 

Yours faithfully, 
Carrigbeg, Hitpa Bisset, 
Kilmacanogue, 
Co. Wicklow. 
June 22nd, 1943. 


Sir,—Having studied the above Bill thoroughly and having also 
had the privilege of being present at an informal meeting conducted 
by a most competent lawyer, when this subject was discussed, | 
make bold to offer the opinion of a student on the subject. 

It seems to me that the chief objections are, that if the Bill is 
passed as it stands, it is, in the eyes of the public, going to raise 
the status of the so-called registered animal practitioner almost to 
the level of the veterinary surgeon himself, and by so doing the 
status of the veterinary profession is to be lowered by several 
degrees. One of the main causes of this is that the title “‘ Regis- 
tered Animal Practitioner’? means to many farmers as much as, if 
not more than, “ Member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons.” I suggest that the title might be altered to “ Registered 
Animal Attendant.” 

The second point which we students regard with great indigna- 
tion is that the unqualified animal practitioner, if he has practised 
for five years, is to be elevated to the proposed position. It 
should be obvious that if a student spends five years of extensive 
study under the guidance of many of the most brilliant men in 
the profession and still goes out into the world with relatively so 
little knowledge and experience, then a person who has never been 
to college for that time cannot possibly be capable of treating 
animals in an adequate manner. ‘Ten years should be a minimum 
timé limit and some type of examination should have to be passed 
before a quack is to be admitted to such a proposed register. 

If certain men saw fit to trespass into the realms of the veterinary 
profession, I see no reason why they should soar to such positions 


so smoothly. 
Yours faithfully, 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Turrp YEAR STUDENT. 
Edinburgh. 
June 18th, 1943. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS, 1894 to 1937, AND 
AGRICULTURE ACT, 1937 (PART IV). 
Summary of Returns of Confirmed Outbreaks of Scheduled 
(Notifiable) Diseases 


Foot- | 
Period | Anthrax and- Parasitic | Sheep Swine 
mouth Mange* | Scab Fever 
une Ist to | 
15th, 1943... 10 20 
in— 

13 6 1 29 
1941 21 2 a 2 37 
1940 10 1 — — 28 

Total Jan. Ist | 
to June 15,1943 153 10 6 234 
Corresponding 

period in— 

1942... 157 22 26 116 215 

1941 pon 265 255 8 131 761 

1940... 270 19 14 115 1,895 


Nors.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. 
* Excluding outbreaks in Army Horses. 
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